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SENIOR SERVICE 

Th« Perfection of Citjarcdc Luxury 


WELL MADE 


Submariner 


as 

Portsmouth 

ONCE COMMANDED 
H.M.S. INDOMITABLE 

I T has been announced Ilia! Admiral Sir Alexander Bindley, G.C.B., 
O.B.K., Commander-in-chief, Portsmouth, for the past year, is to 
he relieved next February by the present Commander-in-Chief, Home 
Fleet, Admiral Sir Wilfrid Woods, K.C.B., D.S.O. Admiral Woods 
is being relieved by Admiral Sir Charles Madden, Bt., K.C.B. 

No .statement has yet been made concerning the future appointment of 
Admiral Kingley. During his comparatively short appointment as Comntander- 
in-Chicf. Portsmouth. Admiral llingley, and Lady Binglcy, have made many 
friends in and around Portsmouth, and their departure will he regretted. 

Admiral Woods is well known in the 


Portsmouth area, having specialised 
in submarines as a young ollicer. He 
entered the Navy in 1919 and was 
appointed Stair Ollicer Operations at 
Blyth shortly after the war broke out. 
He was in command of ll.M.Sub¬ 
marine 'triumph in the Mediterranean 
in 1940-41 ami was awarded the D.S.O. 
and Bar for the sinking of a U-Boat 
and damaging the Italian cruiser 
Bolzano. 

He was two years on the staff of the 
Coiniiunder-in-Chicf. Mediterranean, 
and then commanded the old Cen¬ 
turion which took part in the Nor¬ 
mandy landings, becoming a "block- 
in the Mulberry Harbour. 

Sir Wilfrid was promoted Captain 
in 1945. serving for two years as Cap¬ 
tain 3rd Submarine Squadron at 
Rothesay and then going to Port 
Blockhouse as Chief of Staff to the 
Flag Ollicer Submarines. 

COMMAND OF A CARRIER 

Service at the Admiralty followed 
and after attending the Imperial 
Defence College he took command of 
the aircraft carrier. H.M.S. Indomi¬ 
table. relieving an ollicer who sub¬ 


sequently became Commander-in- 
Chief. Portsmouth. Admiral Sir 
Manley Power. 

From Indomitable Admiral Woods 
again relieved Admiral Power, this 
time as Chief of Stall to the Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief. Mediterranean, with 


Commando 
ship shows 
her paces 

H .M.S. Albion. Britain's second 
commando ship, has 


pleted her trials after her 


the rank of Commodore. First Class, and will sail from Portsmouth on 
t his was in 1953 and two years later j November 3 to relieve ll.M.S. Hut- 
lie was promoted to the Hag rank. ‘ ’’ ~ .. 

From 1955 to 1957 Admiral Woods 


slop 


Large fleet 
at Plymouth 


was Flag Officer Submarines and w hen 
he left he took up the appointment of 
Deputy Supreme Allied Commander 
Atlantic in Noifolk. Virginia. 

In July I960 he hoisted his flag in 
H.M.S. I’yne as the Commander-in- 
Chief. Home Meet. Several ships in the 
Home Meet have worn his flag since 
that time, but only for fairly short 
periods, for the Commander-in-chiefs 
permanent headquarters are now at 
Northwood. M iddlcsex. 

Admiral Woods was appointed C.B. 
in 1957 and was knighted in the Birth¬ 
day Honours in I960. 


wark cast of Suez. Bulwark is due 
home in December. 

The conversion, which it is esti¬ 
mated cost about £2.000.000. finished 
last July when the ship commissioned. 

These two photographs were taken 
during the recent trials. The one on 
the right showing what appears to be 
an umbrella over the flight deck was 
taken during "pre-wetting" trials, 
used to wash down all surfaces should 
the ship have sailed through “fall¬ 
out" areas. 

CAN CARRY COMMANDO 

The commando ships can carry a 
full strength commando which can be 
landed, complete with equipment. 


Submariners’ successful 


trials 


escaping from a submarine sunk in 
deep water, were made from as deep 
as 260 feet down, and it has been 
stated that no authentic escape has 

T HE team of submariners which ever been made from such a depth. 

undertook a series of trials in the The photograph shows the team 
Mediterranean to test new techniques aboard H.M.S. Tiptoe. Left to right. 

F ROM Odobcr 19 lo 29 all available I for frec-asccnl. a. reported in the landing Licut.-Cdr. H O. Forbes. 

ships of the Home l ; lcet were October issue of ••Navy News, have R.N., (Commanding Ollicer. H.M.S. 

assembled at Plymouth r»r the one j concluded their work, gaining a Hptoc). Cap! H R B. Newton 

...r ismn in tin- year when they can 1 considerable experience. D.S.C.. R.N. (Captain. Submarines 

be^ spare ./fro In their^ normal duiie.s to ' Those of the team carried out aland Minesweepers. Mediterranean). 

\ isit one purl, in company, for both 


••business" and pleasure purposes. 

The assembly of nearly 30 cruisers, 
destroyers, frigates, and Royal Fleet 
Auxiliaries began arriving at Ply¬ 
mouth on October *19. and during the 
assembly the Commander-in-Chief. 
Home Fleet (Admiral Sir Wilfrid 
Woods. K.C.H.. D.S.O.. and Bar), flew 
his flag in the cruiser H.M.S. l ion 
(C'apt. ' I. L. M. McGeoeh. D.S.O., 
D.S.C.). This was the last occasion on 
which Admiral Woods had most of 
his Fleet together in one place. In 
January. 1963. he is being relieved by 
Admiral Sir Charles Madden. Bt.. 
K.C.B.. the present Commander-in- 
Chief. Plymouth. 

Opportunities were taken during the 
10 days to hold numerous meetings, 
examination boards, inspections and 
technical discussions between the stair 
of the Commander-in-Chief. Home 
Fleet, and ships' officers. As a relaxa¬ 
tion from the duties involved in a 
Fleet Assembly, there was a full 
programme of sporting events in which 
the larger ships of the Fleet competed 
against squadrons of the smaller ships. 
Soccer, rugby and hockey knock-out 
matches and individual events for 
Home Fleet championships in basket¬ 
ball. boxing, shooting, swimming and 
golf look place daily. 


scries of practical escapes from ll.M. I Surgeon Lieut.-Cdr. H. H. P. Barnard. 
Submarine Tiptoe employing the R.N.. Mr. D. Taylor (Admiralty 

Civilian Officer). Lieut.-Cdr. L. D. 
Ilamlvn. R.N.. C.P.O. P. Cadogan. 
Surgeon Lieut. II. M. Parson. R.N.. 


wherever required. Stores and fuel to 
support commandos in active opera¬ 
tions on shore are carried and. by 
means of the ship's helicopters and 
landing craft, the men can be rc- 
cmbarked speedily. 

Bulwark, the first commando ship to 
serve with the Royal Navy, commis¬ 
sioned in January. I960, and has been 


based on Singapore since the summer 
of that year. Albion has been conver¬ 
ted in a manner similar to Bulwark, 
but a number of improvements have 
been embodied and she is able to carry 
a larger military force. 

It is expected that the two ships will 
pass each other somewhere in the Red 
Sea. 


current British Buoyant ascent method 
and the "hood" which enables 
the escaper to breathe "trapped" air 
during passage to the surface. 

Escapes, which were made 


P.O. I>. .Rosson. P.O. R. James. In 
front—C.P.O. L. Crossman, P.O. L. 


were made to in* | 

vestigate the problems involved in > Stokes and P.O. R. Stoopman. 
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EDITORIAL 

T HE recent scries of courts martial 
which followed the collision be¬ 
tween HAL Ships Ursa and Battleaxe, 
and in which Battleaxe was so badly 
damaged that she will have to be 
scrapped, highlight the immense re¬ 
sponsibilities which rest on the 
shoulders of captains, oQiccrs and men 
throughout the Service. 

When at sea and, come to that, 
almost every where in the Navy today, 
officers and men have responsibilities 
which they discharge with commend¬ 
able speed and efficiency. Very, very 
occasionally an accident occurs. The 
infrequency of accidents of the magni¬ 
tude of the Ursa/Battlcaxc one is an 
indication of the awareness of officers 
and men of these responsibilities. 

In each ship the captain has the 
overall responsibility for the safely of 
his ship and of the men in her but 
each man has his separate area of re¬ 
sponsibility. 

I he engine room rating can cause 
damage resulting in repairs costing 
thousands of pounds if he goes about 
his work carelessly: those responsible 
for electrics can endanger men and 
material if they do not follow their in¬ 
structions most carefully; the look-out 
men. the boats* crews, the gunnery 
ratings -- all have responsibilities 
which, if not carefully watched, can 
result in damage, and perhaps loss of 
lives. 

f rom the earliest days in one’s 
career in the Service this sense of re¬ 
sponsibility is inculcated in every man. 
lie is taught his responsibilities to his 
mess mates, to his ship mates and to 
the Royal Navy and it is a matter for 
congratulation to those responsible, 
lor this training means that despite the 
high speed so necessary in every 
department of a ship to sail and light 
her. that accidents are few and far 
between. 

I hroughout the Service every ol]j- 
ccr or man. Admiral of the Meet or 
ordinary seaman, has a trust for 
which he is answerable and if. at all 
times, that tiust is carried out to the 
best of one's ability, remembering all 
the time that each and every one is a 
cog in the wheel of progress, each cog 
making for smooth progress and 
efficient running then, although acci¬ 
dents will still occur, the numbers of 
them will be small and their conse¬ 
quences such as not to merit self¬ 
accusation. 


WEEK END L EAVE 

TRIUMPH COACHES 

3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 
Phone 27351 

Operate the lollowlnc Official Eiprttt Service 
tor Service Pcrtonnel EVERY WEEKEND 

If EDS .47/4 

eRAOrORD . 45/4 

HUDDERSFIELD . 4J/4 

SHEFFIELD . 39/4 

NOTTINGHAM . 32 4 

LEICESTER . 27/4 

NORTHAMPTON . 22'- 

LIVCRPOOL . 44/4 

MANCHESTER.42/4 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 36/- 

STAFFORD . 33/- 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 2*/- 

BIRMINGHAM. 27/4 

COVENTRY . 25/- 

WAR WICK . 22/- 

BANBURY . 19/4 

OXFORD . 14/- 

PLYMOUTH . 30/- 

EXETER.21/- 

BRISTOL. 17/4 

SALISBURY . S/3 

GLOUCESTER ... • . 25/- 

SWINDON . 18/- 

CIKENCESTFR.. 21/- 

MARLBOROUGH . IS/- 

READING . II/- 

PORTLAND . 14/1 

•LONDON from PORTSMOUTH ... 13/4 

•LONDON from GOSPORT. 15/- 

•LONDON from H.M.S 

COLLINGWOOD ... 24/- 
•By SOUTHDOWN MOTOR SERVICES Ltd 

A.7 the te services tak c the lolloping revile 
for the convenience of Service Personnel: R.M. 
Barracks Ecttner: H.M.S Vernon: Roral Sailors' 
Home Club. Queen Street: RN Barracks. 
Unicorn Gcte: Stonier Rd. for H.M.S €>:eilent 
H.M S. Phcenit: Hiltea Lido. Cot ham Hornes 
Town Quag foreham 

N.B.—To all ships visiting Ports¬ 
mouth: Special facilities to meet 
your particular travelling require¬ 
ments can be organised at short 
notice. 

Write phone or call 

TRIUMPH COACHES LTD. 

3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
Phone 27351 


Should Sports and Social Funds be supported by 

mniVlnllQ I Cll ncontlll AtIC faced With administering our leisure ’ deliberation: it has been talked about 
AllVi JL ▼ 1 vAlA HA O Li A llUAIu • activities. in many circles but what is your view? 

S -T j The social and sports activities of Do you feel every officer and rating 

J{5*“ , ' or n,an >. > cars 1 hav c been associated with the administration of any civilian body arc financed by the should help financially support their 
Welfare Committees, sonic wealthy, others not and it has often occurred employees — agreed the management Welfare Lunds and the various 
to me that if more money was available for the pleasurable things of life how provide essential buildings and recreational activities of the Navy? 
much more contented we should he, particularly those who give up so much facilities- but the individual helps to Should we not pay a small sum 
of their time in voluntary capacities to organise the social and recreational subscribe to his particular enjoyment, monthly towards our sports and social 
activities of our Service life. .... . ... . . I Is it not time, therefore, we in the clubs which, after all. is the prime 

>vc cannot disagree that a vast their upkeep, expedition training and Navy helped in some small measure to function of our Welfare Committees 
amount of money is made available to many other pleasant activities for finance our leisure activities by sub- and Navy Sports Associations? I think 
kaSu ,n v5°, n ; c fo 7? or . another-; which the Service bears thecost scribing to a central fund? ' we should but do you? The Royal 

m a « W c ;, v V Nu r lcld ! Now lh« all. very well until one ] Marines practise this form of self help 

Trust. N.A.A.F.l. Surplus -apart from considers the variable assets of Wcl- 1-OOD K)R I HOI (.111 without protest. Think il over, it’s 


the provision of recreational facilities, fare Funds which largely depend on „ u no , inlcndcd al this jim cturc to worth some thought 

__ income front N.A.A.KI. rebate and prop ., sc dclai u but to offer food for MINT. (Name and a 

priva c enterprise. Welfare Funds arc lhough , in Ihis cra of general pros- to the l.ditor.) 

A A f TXTC 1 ! caUcd upon to meet, m the main, the p^y and expanding individual _ 

\ I X I I [\ N financing of a wide variety of social Ic creational interests. 

J. * and recreational activities not only , hc sc hcmc envisaged is a small per T T C 
within the sh,p or establishment eon- capilll , cvy deducted at source which H P II 
eerned but to support command and wou | d be paid to a central fund. This 
Na\> sports associations. Money is WO uld mean every officer and rating ryt 


IN 1914 


. Yours, etc., 
ddress supplied 


He fought at 


— - r:—J i w'oulil mean every officer and rating HP 1 

S IR,—Reference the letter on nice 1 *! 40 devo ‘ cd lo many w ? rth * h '> c subscribing either on a sliding or fixed I FA I 1* 

of your September, 1962 edition, children's home* mil ch-trii .hl.» in- c monthly. A large proportion ot » 

headed “An A.A. Cun at the stitmions th.s money would be credited to Wcl- sir ,: oIIowinc a rct , nl d ca 


LIMIT TO WELFARE FUNDS 


headed An A.A. Cun at the s ,j Ul ,j 0 ns - urn money wouiu oc ercuneu id yvci- Sir# . Following a rec.mt death in 

Dardanelles.’* I am under the im- j farc bunds, based on complement, so mv faniily a copv of John Bunvan’s 

pression that all the ships of the 1914 i mrr TO wr . FARE 1 : 1 :vise lhat everyone would then he helping -pii gr i m - s Progress’* has come into mv 
Channel Fleet lilted a 12-p«lr. gun as . » contribute towards the activities, of possession. On the flyleaf is written 

an A.A. gun on their after capstan There is a limit to the extent some hi* *nip,establishment, thus improving j "Capt. II. West II.M Ship Africa 
early in the war. Welfare Funds can meet these the financial position and widening the . 1805.” 

H.M.S. Implacable was one of lhat financial obligations — the wealthy scone of amenities. I he book came into the family from 

licet. We certainly fitted such a gun on have no real problem hut the poorer] '"c remainder ot the money in the ;i (* apl- West, who was in the Navy, 

our after capstan in H.M.S. London— find it extremely difficult to budget for ; ventral fund could well be used to and who died, to the best of my know- 

( apt. J. G. Armstrong. Gunnery ( the ever increasing demands on their j support, the activities of Navy sports | ct jg C , during the early years’of this 
Officer. Lieut. R. D. Binncy. limited, perhaps fixed incomes. We associations through the R.N. & R.M. century. He was retired, and I under- 

lam almost sure that We fired ours tend to accept the activities of the Sports Control Board to give better stand, a bachelor living in the Jcsmond 

in the direction of a Hun aircraft that Welfare Committee suspiciously not financial aid to ships commissioning |) C ne area of Newcastle. I have hoard 

was having a “snoop around" as wc knowing the financial implications • a nd to assist other forms ol general it said that this captain was* elated to 
lay in Sheerness on Christmas Day, which confront decisions and often leisure pursuits. the West named in the book. 

EH4. give rise to unfair criticism when cunri n fvfkyovf iiki >>*» * am wc *i ®warc that service in the 

Perhaps some other member of the money is not voted for some specific ror.mw.sr. nr.i.r. jq avy j s a tradition in many families, 

London's Wardroom or Gunroom will individual interest. This scheme has the advantage of and I feel sure that should there be a 

remember and confirm or refute this The need for more non-p rblic equitably subscribing money for the serving relative of the ( apt. West of 
statement. money therefore appears desirable to social and recreational needs of the 1805 hc. or perhaps she. would like to 

Il too many confirm it. in another supplement Welfare Funds hut the Meet, particularly Welfare Funds have this book, which incidentally is in 
20 years I shall probably be claiming vexed question is. where is the money which, without prejudice, provide • a very good condition. If you arc able 
a hit!--Yours, etc.. ('. F. II i to be found and from which source? leisure amenities for the benefit of j to trace a relative. 1 will be most 

( llliRC HILL. Captain. R.N. (retd.). 1 Now this is the point I wish to make ships' companies. I he idea is not cn- i pleased. Yours, etc.. J. A. GAR- 

Pontcrwyd. , which is the concern of many who arc tirely new but is mentioned for your* NLIT. 145 Hrcamorc Road. Ilford. 

IIBIAFTIM^ FOItlX AST - YOUR YKYT SMW 


Notes (i) The term U.K. Base Port means the port at which a ship may 
normally he expected to give leave and refill. Portsmouth (C) indi¬ 
cates ships administered hv Portsmouth but which will normally 
relit and/or give leave at ( hatham. 

(ii) As ratings arc normally detailed for overseas service about four 
months ahead of commissioning date, and lor home service about 
two months ahead of commissioning date, this should be borne 
in mind when preferring requests to volunteer to serve in a 
particular ship. 

liii) It is emphasised that the dates and particulars given below are 
forecasts only and nia> have to be changed perhaps at short 
notice. 

(i\) Ships in which Locally Entered Cooks (Si. Cooks (O) or Stewards 
are to be borne in lieu of U.K. ratings are to be indicated as 
follows; (A) All Cooks (S). Cooks i()) and Stewards; (B) -Cooks 
.IS), other than one P.O. Cook (S). all Cooks (O) and all 
Stewards: (C) Cooks (()) anil Stewards only: (D)—Cooks (S) 
only: (LI)-Leading Cook (S) and Stewards only; (F)—Cooks (S) 
and Stewards only. 


SUBMARINE COMMAND 

II.M-S. Nurwhul. November 16. at 
Devonport. for 2nd S/M Squadron, 
at Devonport. 

H.M.S. Trunrhcon. December 7. at 
Rosyth. for 2nd S/M Squadron, at 
Devonport. 

GENERAL 

H.M.S. Devonshire. November I. at 
Birkenhead for Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice. General Service Commission. 
January. 1963. Home/Med. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth (A). 

II.M.S. Carysforl. November S. at 
Gibraltar. I..R.P. complement. Local 
Foreign Service. 

H.M.S. Striker. November 15. at Gib¬ 
raltar. for Foreign Service (Middle 
East). Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (B). 

H.M.S. Eastbourne. November 15. at 
Rosyth. I..R.P. complement. 

HALS. Leopard. November 22. at 


17th Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

H.M.S. Albion, November. Changes 
Classification to Foreign Service 
(Far East). 

H.M.S. Dampicr. December I. at 
Singapore, for Foreign Service (Far 
East) (A). 

H.M.S. Pellew. December 4. at 
Roswh. for Home Sea Service. 2nd 
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

H.M A. Murray. December 13. at 
Rosyth for trials. Commissions for 
Home Sea Service March 5 (tenta¬ 
tive date). Second Frigate Squad¬ 
ron. U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 

IVALS. Laltston. mid-December, at 
Hythe. for Home Sea Service. 3rd 
M S Squadron. Commission vice 
Kirkliston. U.K. Base Port. Port¬ 
land. 

II.M A. Scarborough. December 31. at 
Portsmouth. L.R.P. complement. 


Portsmouth for General Sen ice 11 At A. Duchess, January 


Commission. South America and 
South Atlantic/Home (21 months). 
7th Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port. Devonport. 

H.M A. Tenby. November 26. a: 
9 Chatham, for Home Sea Service. 


Portsmouth, for Foreign Service 
(Far East). 5th Destroyer Squadron. 
Transfers to 24th E.S. April. 1963 
(A). 

H.M A. Diamond, January 3. at Chat¬ 
ham. for General Service Commis- 


Ilf • T I ™ B 


si on. Mcd./Homc. 5th Destroyer I 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. Transfers to 23rd E.S. Feb¬ 
ruary. 1963 (A). 

H.M.S. Diana. January 3. at Devon¬ 
port. for General Service C’ommis- | 
sion Home/East of Suez. 5th Dc- i 
stroycr Squadron. Transfers to 22nd I 
E.S. February, 1963. U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. 

IIAI A. Cambrian, January 3. at 
Devonport. for General Service 
Commission. Home, East of Suez. 
Transfers to 22nd E.S. February. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

809 Squadron. January 8. at R.N. Air 
Station. I.ossicmouih. Strike 11.0- 
Sqtiadron. Buccaneer. Home Sea. 
Service. 

No. 829 Hampshire Flight. January 8. 
R.N. Air Station. Culdrosc. Home 
Sea Service. General Service Com¬ 
mission. May. 1963. (Tentative 
dale), lor H.M.S. Hampshire. 
Wessex. 

II.M A. Bastion, January 21. a: Bah¬ 
rain. for Foreign Service (Middle 
East) Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (I-). 

H.M A. Alert, January 24. a: Singa-% 
pore. Foreign Service (Far l ast) (A). 

H.M.S. Gurkha. January 29. at South¬ 
ampton for Home Sea Service. Com¬ 
mission. March. 1963. for General] 
Service ( ommiss : on. Home Middle 
East (18 months). 9th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Rosyth 
(B). 

No. 829 Devonshire Might. January. 
General Service Commission for i 
H.M.S. Devonshire. Wessex. 

HALS. Hampshire. January (may be 
delayed) at Clyde for Home Sea 
Service. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. May. 1963 (tentative date). 
Homc/Eus: of Suez (length under 
consideration). U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (A). 

II.M A. Loch Killisport. February I. at 
Singapore for Foreign Service (l ar • 


il vour sorrier . 


East). Captain (F). 3rd Frigate 
Squadron (A). 

HALS. Eskimo. February 19 (tentative 
date), at Cowes lor Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice. General Service Commission. 
May. 1963. Homc/Middlc liast (IS 
months). 9th Frigate Squadron. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth (B). 

H.M.S. Plymouth. Fcbruarv 21. at 
Devonport. for General Service 
Commission. East ot Sue/ Home. 
22nd E.S. I K. Base Port. Devon¬ 
port. 

II.M.S. Kh>l. February 21. at Ports¬ 
mouth. lor General Service Com¬ 
mission. Med. Home. 23rd E.S. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth (A). 

H.M A. Iroubridgc. February, at 
Malta. L.R.P. complement. Local 
Foreign Service. 

HALS. Manxman, February, at ( hat- 
ham. Steaming crew. Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice. Local Foreign Service from 
date of sailing (Far East) (A). 

H.M.S. (’h’chestcr, February, at Chat¬ 
ham. L.R.P. complement. 

HALS. Bulwark. February, at Devon¬ 
port. L.R.P. complement. 

H.M.S. Grafton, end February, at 
C hatham. L.R.P. complement. 

H.M.S. Zest, March I. at Malta for 
trial*. Home Sea Service. 

H.M.S. (Finland Point. March I. at 
Singapore, tor Foreign Service (Far 
East) (A). 

820 Squadron. March 5. at R.N. Air 
Station. Culdrosc. (Service under 
consideration). Victorious. Wessex. 

H.M.S. Ursa, March 7. at Devonport. 
for General Service Commission 
West Indies, Home. 8th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Devon¬ 
port. 

H.M.S. Tartar, March 12. at Devon¬ 
port for Home Sea Service. General 
Service Commission. April (tenta¬ 
tive date). Home/Middle East (18 
months). 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 

(Continued on page 3. column 1) 
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up a roster adjustment which wilt 
benefit them when they are next due 
for United Kingdom based service 
This type of commission is probably 
the cause of many questions, par¬ 
ticularly when ships are spending time 
Drafting at Haslemcre—a room with at a port in the United Kingdom 
complicated machines which punch different from which some of the men 
holes and sort cards with a rapidity may have their homes. Naturally these 
which beats the eye. the facts and men take advantage of coach trips 
figures produced by the machines are i home, and may pass coaches with men 
only a means of getting the right man ' going to the place from which they 
into the right job at the right time. themselves came and coming, possibly. 

Ihe Commodore Naval Drafting from the place to which they are go- 
(Commodore R. Hart. D.S.O.) and his ing. If it can be brought home to all 
stall of 203 (20 officers. 102 naval who think this journeying is un- 
ratings. mainly of the Supply and Sec- economic and maddening, and that 
rctariat specialisation and Com- these men arc on Overseas Service and 


I’ARS arc cyircsscd from time to 
lime that the drafting of men is a 
il-lcss job — that men arc drafted 


then marries a Portsmouth girl ment is about 


Ihe Kditnr is always pleased 
to consider for publication 
‘Tellers to the Editor." Contri¬ 
butors. must however, give their 
name and address—not neces¬ 
sarily for publication — as 
evidence of good faith. 


DRAFTING FORECAST (cont’d) 


H.M.S. Jaguar. March 14 (tentative 
date), for General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Home/South Atlantic and 
South America. 7th Frigate Squad¬ 
ron. U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 
H.M.S. Lowestoft, March 21 (tentative 
date), at Chatham, for General Ser¬ 
vice Commission. Mcd./Homc. 23rd 
E.S. U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth 

(A) . 

HAIA. Daring, March (tentative date), 
at Devon port. Increase from 
C. & M. Party to I..R.P. comple¬ 
ment 

H.M.S. Russell. April, at Rosyth. 

1..R.P. complement. 

H.M.S. Tiger, April 2. at Devonport 
for Home Sea Service. General Ser¬ 
vice C ommission. February. 1964, 
Home Fast of Suez. U.K. Base Port. 
Dcvonport (A). 

H.M.S. Decoy, April II. at Devon- 
port, for General Service Commis¬ 
sion Homc/Med./East of Suez. 21st 
E.S. U.K. Base Port. Devonport (A). 
H.M.S. Berwick. April II. at Ports¬ 
mouth. for General Service Com¬ 
mission llomc/Fast of Suez. 21st 
E.S. U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth. 
HALS. Lynx. April 18. at Chatham, 
for trials. Commissions May 30 for 
General Service Commission Home/ 
South Atlantic and South America. 
7th Frigate Squadron U.K Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

H.M.S. An/io. April 1 9. at Gibraltar, 
for Foreign Service (Middle East) 

(B) . Amphibious Warfare Squadron. 
No. 829 Kent Flight. May. at R.N. 

Air Station. Culdrose. for Home Sea 
Service. General Service Commis- 
October. 1963 (tentative date). 


II.M.S. Messina. June 7. at Bahrein 
for Foreign Service (Middle East). 
Amphibious Warfare Squadron. (B). 
H.M.S. Kent, June 27 (tentative date), 
at Belfast for Home Sea 


Service. • and Port Service jobs. 

General Service Commission. Octo- Each month the numbers of men ol 
her. 1963 (tentative date). Home/ each category required for jobs over¬ 
past of Suez. U.K. Base Port. Ports- seas four months hence is produced 
mouth. Each Drafting Ofliccr—and there art 

HALS. Dairymplc. June (tentative Drafting Oflicers for Seamen, En 
date), at Devonport for Home Sea gineering. Electrical. Supply and Sec 
Service. U.K. Base Port. Devonport. rctariat. and for Communication ani 
H.M.S. London. June (may be sick Berth ratings — ascertains tin 
delayed) at Wallsend-on-1 ync for number of billets he is required to fill 
Home Sea Service. General Service | n 
Commission October. 1963 (may be billet 
delayed). East of Suez/Home. U.K. accoi 
Base Port, Portsmouth. spcci: 

II.MA. Berry- Head. June, at Chatham, statei 
for trials. d 0 re 

No. 70011 Squadron, June (tentative ratinj 
date), at R.N. Air Station. Culdrose. possi 
I.F.T.U. Wasp. Bu 

H.M.S. Victorious. July 3. at Ports* when 
mouth. Service under consideration, rostci 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. will i 

HALS. Vidal, July, at Chatham, for '\\ 0i \ 

General Service Commission. West ^c q 
Indies. U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. wn 
No. 829 London Flight, July, at R.N. rccor 
Air Station. Culdrose. for Home Sea yqava 
Service. General Service Commis- ^ (lt | 1 
sion October. 1963 (may be delayed). comr 
For H.M.S. London. Wessex. t bc n 

HALS. Mow hawk. July (may be de- g OCS 
laved), at Barrow for Foreign Scr- ] 
vice. General Service Commission j ;| | 

August. 1963 (may be delayed). v : c 

Home/Middle East (18 months). 9th 1 n% 

Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 

Portsmouth 

HALS. Mcon. July 26. at Bahrein for 
Foreign Service (Middle East). 

Amphibious Warfare Squadron (B). 

MAI A. Blackpool. August, at Chat¬ 
ham L.R.P. complement. 

H.M.S. Relentless. September 5. at 
Rosyth for trials. Commission 

March. 1964. for Foreign Service 

(Far East) from date of sailing. 3rd 




COMING HOME ON LEAVER 
ON YOUR WAY OVERSEASP 


Wherever you’re going to be. you’ll need a car on arrival. Buy 
a new Hillman, Humber, Sunbeam now from E.M.A. Ltd., Ports¬ 
mouth. If yours is an extended posting, take advantage of our 
special export scheme—you buy at export prices. 

Let E.M.A. make all the arrangements—export formalities, in¬ 
surance, shipping, everything. Call at our showroom or write 
to us today—your car can be on its way tomorrow: or waiting 
for you when you dock! Or it can be purchased on the home 
delivery plan for use in this country before you sail. 


Sion 

For H.M.S. Kent. Wessex. 

M.S. Puma. May. Portsmouth. 

L. R.P. complement. 

M-S. Centaur. May. at Portsmouth. 

Service under consideration. U.K. 

Base Port. Portsmouth. 

M. S. Redoubt. May 31. at Bahrein 
for Foreign Service (Middle East). 

Amphibious Warfare Squadron (F). 

naval personnel have been helped be'rs present, 
i far as is possible. Working through those over >0 
RNB.T. some £146 has been I was speal 


SHIPS OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY 


BUY A 

HILLMAN MINX 

through 

ROOTES OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


MAIN DEALERS FOR 
HUMBER. HILLMAN. 
SUNBEAM CARS 
E.M.A. LTD. 
Grove Road South 
Southsea 
TeL; PORTSMOUTH 
23261 
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F OR their 1962 celebration of Trafalgar, the Officers of HALS. Pembroke 
decided it was appropriate to honour a croup of gentlemen who have done 
distinguished work on the Navy's behalf—the Council of Management of 
the White Ensign Association. 

This association is presided over by director of the I.ondon and Man- 
some of the most eminent men in our Chester Assurance Company, 
country's affairs—top stockbrokers Two other charming and delightful 
and bankers, heads of large building gentlemen of the White Ensign 
and insurance societies, etc., who have Association joining in the celebrations 
given up a great deal of their own time wcrc Mr . j. Scrimgeour. C.M.G.. 
and money to guiding the financial o.li.E.. and Capt. A. R. Glen. D.S.C., 
affairs of serving and retired officers R.N.R. Mr. Scrimgeour is one of the 
and men. These experienced and “Top Ten" stockbrokers, and a guiding 
expert gentlemen all have a tremen- light of the association. Capt. Glen, 
dous admiration tor the Royal Navy w h c carried out many secret wartime 
and they have expressed this in the missions in enemy held countries, is 
concrete shape of the White Ensign an important shipbrokcr. 

Association, by making readily avail- ; 

..bio the very hesi advice on house PRKVKH S COMMODORK 

purchase, insurance, investments, etc.. I PRESENT 

to anvonc with a Naval background. . " . 

I he chairman of the association, 

IN GOOD VOICE Admiral Sir John A. S. Eccles. G.C.B.. 

On Trafalgar Night. therefore, the K.C.V.O.. C.B.F... proposed the toast 

freshly decorated wardroom echoed j <» the immortal memory, and. m his 

with some very important voices as speech, referred nostalgically to his 

• Hearts of Oak" followed the port. ‘«-n days as C ommodore ot the old 

There was. for instance, the firm tenor Koyal Naval Barracks. C hatham. It 

of Mr. Leopold de Rothschild, desccn- «as immensely gratifying to him. as 

dant and present day representative well as many officers present, that the 

of one of the most'famous of all traditional joy of honouring our 

banking families. He is also director greatest Admiral had in no way been 

of the Sadler's Wells Trust and the affected by the transition of Naval 

National School of Opera. In good Barracks to II.M.S. Pembroke. 

voice, too. was Mr. Lewis G. Whyte. The secretary of the White Ensign 

probably the best known expert on Association. Cdr. C. B. Lambe. D.S.O., 

investment in the world, lie is the D.S.C.. and assistant secretary, Cdr. 

founder of Investment Trust Units and A. Aitkcn. completed the party. 


W HEN the Royal Naval Engineer¬ 
ing College was at Keyhum its 
tiny chapel was probably the Cin¬ 
derella of the Naval Colleges* chapel*, 
although it stood high in the affections 
of many engineer officer* .to whom il 
was a place where they had found 
God and been found of him during 
their training there. 

With the move to Manadon after the 
war. the chapel, like the living accom¬ 
modation for the officers under instruc¬ 
tion. was a prefabricated hut. Now 
"O.U.I.," for the most part, live in 
the Navy’s most imposing wardroom 
block, anil they and engineer officers 
who had passed through Keyham or 
Manadon decided that a permanent 
and worthy chapel should grace the 
other fine buildings of the College. 


The Chapel of SS. John and Janies 
in the Royal Naval Engineering 
College. Maaadpn. 

the Royal Navy and Commonwealth 
Navies, and by establishments, both 
Naval and Military, with connections 
with the college. 

An excellent pipe organ by Hclcs 
and bought by the New Church Fund 
is installed in the "west” gallery, which 
also holds the choir. 

The Chapel was dedicated to St. 
John and St. James on January 3, l%2. 

With the "marriage" of the engineer¬ 
ing and electrical branches of the 
Navy, and the subsequent expected 
increase in numbers of the Royal 
Naval Engineering College, it can be 
foreseen that the present chapel will 
be too small for its congregation before 
very long, but two side aisles could be 
added without destroying the propor¬ 
tions. or the atmosphere, of the present 
lovely building. A Chapel Improve¬ 
ment Fund remains open, and con¬ 
tributions still arrive, for further 
embellishments. 


on the fabric, so far as the appearance 
of the chapel was atfccted. Mr. Robert 
Potter of the firm Potter and I laic, 
which was responsible for the restora¬ 
tion of St. Nicholas's Church. H.M.S. 
on the estate was a rather decrepit Drake, and St. Anne's in Portsmouth 
17th-century tithe barn which had : Dockyard after war damage, was 
been utilised as a garage until it was asked to give his advice and help. (Mr. 
suggested that this could be made Potter was also architect of the mag- 
into a place of worship. Only the nificcnt Church of the Ascension, 
twin rows of columns and the end Crownhill. on the borders of the 
walls, built, like the columns, of local college grounds.) He has designed all 
stone, remained under a roof which the interior fittings and the appearance 
needed soon to be renewed. of the inside of the chapel therefore 

The Admiralty agreed to restore the owes much to him. 
barn and - build side walls, windows | 

and door—in effect to provide the | GIFTS B\ ENGINEER OITICERS 
"hull" of the chapel. T"his work was ' Individual items of furniture, made 
designed by Navy Works, Dcvonport, to Mr. Potter's design, many of them 
and accomplished under their direc- in Dcvonport Dockyard and some in 
lion. j the college workshops, were given by 

For the interior, and for consultation engineer officers, past and present, of 


DAMERHAM SAILORS HAD 
‘FREEDOM OF VILLAGE’ 


ham's Chinese cook. Lai Shui Kwong, 
was a great success. His oriental views 
on everything from cooking to religion 
and marriage were eagerly sought and 
his Chinese signature was much in 
demand. 

SILVER CLP RETURNED 
After a preliminary exchange of 
short speeches. Lieutenant Gunning 
returned the silver cup to Damcrham 
School. Suitably inscribed, it will now 
remain as a competitive trophy until a 
Damcrham re-commissions. 

It was a most successful day and 

the last remnants of H.M.S. Darner- 4 kNCK again the men of the Royal 
ham finally departed, regretting the I .Navy have given pleasure to the 

.. end of the liaison, whilst the villagers youngsters—this time in Singapore. 

—that of • again expressed the wish that their H.M.S. Ilanland Point (Capt. J. S. 

vessel— t name ship would not be allowed to I* Hlanc-Smlth. R.N.), gave a party 
expressed lapse but that either she or her for crippled children of St. Andrew's 
minesweeper successor would soon re-commission. Hospital, and found that the children 

were enthusiastic stamp collectors. A 
fund was started to buy stamps for 
.Jcr to j lhe children. 

ibroad the I Hie fund flourished, and the ships 
well-known firm of C. H. Bernard & \ company of H.M.S. llartland Point. 
I.. of Harwich. Essex, have »•* addition to buying stamps, bought 

; two television receivers complete with 
Tastefully produced, the gift aerials, in anticipation of the new I V 

f items service which commences in Singapore 
suitable as gifts for children, wives, this October. 

parents in tact cver> one is catered A second party for the children 


I N April of this year, an event of sad 
importance to the villagers of 
Damcrham. in Hampshire, occurred 
some 6.000 miles away in Singapore. 

On the 17th of that month, the Inshore 
Minesweeper H..M.S. Damcrham 
entered the Ear East Reserve after 
lour years in commission in, and 
around, Hong Kong. 

During this period, and despite the 
distance that separated them, a liaison 
had sprung up between the village and 
the ship. I ho Damcrham school¬ 
children had maintained an enthusi¬ 
astic correspondence with "their" 
sailors and the school presented the 
>hip with a large silver cup. 

When the one unhappy event of the 
ship’s commission occurred 
being rammed by a larger 
the villagers immediately 
their concern for their 
and its crew, and subsequently their 
annoyance at the offending frigate. 

■ */-■• ,,»*v* i-L-ri.-" Christmas is coming and in order to 

\ IM AGE EN EE7TE llclp people serving in ships a_ 

Having paid olT. the Ships Com- / 
pany returned to the United Kingdom : s ons Ltd 

and dispersed and it was only after j again produced a splendid gift cata 
considerable correspondence and time loguc. Tastefully produced, 
that a reunion was arranged. On | catalogue illustrates thouv^mcls o 
September 15. the ship's last captain 
Lieutenant J. P. Gunning. R.N. 
headed a team of six ratings who met f or 

at a nearby hostelry and then drove j_ 

over to the village. 

The school and village were en fete I 
in honour of the ship and. from 3 p.m. - 
until 10 that night, the sailors virtually 
had the freedom of the village. 

The reception committee was t 
headed by the rector, the Rev. Moles. ( j. 

Mr. Wilding, an cx-scrgcant. Royal j 
Marines, and Mrs. Wilding, the ; 
schoolmistress. This trio had arranged i •? 
and co-ordinated a full and festive I 
programme. 

Some or all of the naval contingent 
took part in a game of village cricket, 
rounders with the children, com¬ 
munity singing, old time dancing, a 
variety stage* show and endless party | 
games. On their part, the sailors put | 
i'n a film show of the ship and her | 

Far Eastern activities which was well 
received. 

Similarlv, the attendance of Darner- , 


Tasmania welcomes 
Ark Royal man 


children were surprised when the 
captain presented not only the two 
television sets, hut also 66 chairs, 
subscribed for by the officers and 
ship’s company. 


W HEN H.M.S. Ark Royal vMferf 
Fremantle, one of the ship's com¬ 
pany was able to visit an uncle who 
had served for 32 years in the Royal 
Navy. 

Tactical Communication Operator 
N. I cck. of Walton-on-1 hames. re¬ 
ceived an invitation from his unde 
living in Hobart, Tasmania, some 
3.000 miles away. 

Leave was granted and Feck flew to 
Tasmania where lie was feted and 
made a guest of honour at a dinner 
given for him at the Navy Memorial 
House. Hobart. 

At the Navy Memorial House the 
visitor was shown a letter written by 
Nelson at Shecrncss to Lieut. Lloyd 
Pascoc. later Nelson’s flag lieutenant 
at Trafalgar. 


ROYAL NAVY 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE 

at 4.45 Friday December 28 

Special Concessions 


NEW CHAPEL 
DEDICATED 


H .M.S. TERROR'S new Chapel of 
St. George was dedicated by the > 
Chaplain of the Meet, the Venerable 
Archdeacon John Armstrong. C.B., 
O.B.E.. Q.H.C.. Th.l... on September 
19 in the presence of a full congrega¬ 
tion. 

The Captain of HALS. Terror 
(Capt. Ci. O. Roberts. Royal Navy) | 
took part in the ceremony by request¬ 
ing the Archdeacon formally to set 
aside the building for the worship 
of Almighty God. 

The Fleet Chaplain. Far East, the 
Rev. Raymond Lowe. M.A.. and the 
new Chaplain of H.M.S. Terror, the 
Rev. Hugh Lcvingc. A.K.C.. also took 
part in the service. 1 


N. Africa 


ifcrr.inc.in .ire .t 


BOOK DIRECT FROM 

THE BOX OFFICE 
, I Dorset Square 
London N.W.I 

Telephone FULham 3333 
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Caesar 


a a £• "W" • ! were shown round the ship and later 

C'] I O (XT 9 1 entertained to dinner in the wardroom. 

>3LitIV Vfl JLJIV/II On Monday. October 15. the Corn- 

I mander-in-Chief. Admiral Sir Charles 
nri> I AIC 171 XT V CU 17 I Madden, carried out his official post 

1 KI/\LO I IlNIOilI-l/ refit inspection of the ship, and 

I expressed himself satisfied with all 

S INCE II.M.S. Lion's last contribu-! that he had seen. 

lion to the "Navy News" the ship 
has been at sea for full power and min 
fund inning trials. The trials were 
successfully completed, the perfor¬ 
mance of "A" turret reflecting ureal 
credit on the mounting's crew who had 
put in many hours of additional work 
during the relit. 

The first two of a series of lectures 
on current alfairs. arranged by the 
S.I.O., Instr. Lieut.-Cdr. K. Tucker. 

R.N.. were given by guest speakers. 

First. Alderman F. Stott. J.P.. a former 
Lord Mayor and at present a Dock¬ 
yard Welfare Ofiiccr. spoke of the 
work of a Justice of the Peace and 
recounted some of his experiences as 
a City Magistrate. Secondly. Mr. Be\t- 
llarris. the City Librarian. Spoke in 
more general terms on the City of 
Plymouth, with particular reference to 
the current rebuilding programme and 
future plans tor development. 

A party of 14 R.N.S.R. officers 
\ Kited the ship on October .V They 


IMPRESSIVE COL'RSI 


II.M.S. Caesar (Capt. B. I). O. MacIntyre. D.S.C. and Bar, Royal Navy), recommissioned for a foreign service 
commission on the Far Fast Station on October I. the new ship's company Hying out to Singapore in two flights 
arriving on September 29 and 30. The ceremony was attended by the Commander-in-Chicf. Ear Fast Station 
(Admiral Sir David I.uce. K.C.B., D.S.O. and Bar, C.B.E.), and the Civil Lord of the Admiralty, Mr. C. I. 

Orr-Kwing. O.B.F., M.P. 


ADVANCEMENTS 


I . J IVunc. IX s I ! . JX 2arOQ6 

\ < handle i IX i?2^’ W si *J\ 712672 
l> <i. Ilul.sk. J.\ M»042< c, W linkef. JX 
mow: R J I ca*cy. IX If» 1 “*>■* L. K Harry. 
J.X Hl|M< R I Sniuh. IX r.«Ch|l II II 
lh.*mp*.*n. IX I4‘>»vi I). I.. lhon>;n.»n. JX 
lM^I N I) Hawaii. JX 1*'N!*N A. I. |own%- 
cnJ. JX 76J327 ( . L. Robert). J.X 712510 W J 

(iladwt.h. 

lo Mure Chef felly Officer |S» 

MX 775?r^. I . Ildus*. MX S'A2:o J. V. 
Elcofnc. 

To Chid I’cll) Officer Cook (Si 

MX filviij R. C. ("ookc. MX SOJOs) K 
SidJJc. MX 7M7wi IV II Fvrc. 

To Chief I'ell) O.ficer SleM.ir.1 

LX 7Tin»: N C. Athlon. LX MH570 E J M. 
Gilmauon. 

To Chief IVII) O.licer Cook <OI 
MX SMs»: p I'alliv.cr. 

To Ma.irr ai \rra. 

MX M»4015 Ci Ma.kcn/iC. MX >.04:*4 (i l ; . 

To'dilef Pell) OHicer Writer 
MX SSS*42 M I. Jcn)in.. 

To Chief Kj<I o ('immunlealion Super* hor 

IX 7*574*» W. Burnett. JX 1MK46 R W O. 
Janet. JX «l»*24 II Snell. JX ot,002* (i J. 
Kc*tc*cn. 

To Acting Chief Engine Room \rtificcr 

MX 77*311 Ci. W SmimonJ*. MX KMiCOOl C., 
Iluri. MX s'"4'»* II. M. IKhmIc. MX S<7M4 
J. L. R Shr*. MX k* 7‘>6* M I Donaghcv. 
MX s>vn:? m i price. MX 6-»»4«»2 I* II. 


C ONI IRMA!ION hat been re.cAcd tha: :he 
r»t.o»ing hate been adtan.cJ lo the Chief 
Peri) Officer or C'htcf Arnfr.cr rate: 

lo Chief Pell) Officer 

JX I.4WI76 li. Walker. JX 21M4» C W. 
Purkt**. JX l«>o:3 I. C. Itearne. J.X 7-r.;-; 1 
I t.in\, JX 7I2XIS F Ci. Ileamoh. J.X 371**40 


lo Chief Shipwright Artificer 

MX 7IK.W4 W I Harman. MX KM846 K 
I rower n. MX 'MI12<. I. Ci II Duvuid 

To Chief Pell) O.licer Engineering Mechanic 

KX SUM* I. Humphrcw KX 740MI I.. S 
Put. KX s »s'*s4 S I' Wellt. KX S40*M1 C. 1 
•Kins. 

To Acting Chief Electrical Arliticer 

MX sss«r,'i II. Da*ie*. M P R. Day 

MX s* < 7r»4 I II. Manning, 
lo \cling Chief I 'rclrlc.il Mechanician 
MX K46460 I) P CTirittic. M 660022 l : 
( hritiophcrt 

lo Acting Chid Radio Electrical Arliticer 
MX SSS<II It M Joncv 
To Acting Chef Radio I.Ircirical Mechanician 
MX SUM3 I!. I! Shorey 
T«i Chief Communication* Yeoman 
JX 712222 V. J. Head. JX 646175 I*. J hr» 
*tonc. JX S02S30 R, l'ur\it. 

To Chief Wren Writer II'j)I 
7tfl<6 L. M llovtard. 

To Acilns Chief Aircraft Artificer (CM 

I JFX ra.**i4o I). K I I cc. 

lo Arlins Chief Vlrcra'i Mechanician (Oi 

L/l X S7 »:«4 J A Johnton 

(Contimifd on page 12. column 3) 


TAILORED 


LONDON 


As reported in the October issue of "Navy News,** II.M.S. Lion entertained officers and men who sened in the 
buttle cruiser Lion of First World War fame. The picture above shows Admiral of the Fleet Lord Chutlield talking 
to the "Old Lions." Also shown arc Admiral of the Fleet Farl Mountbaltcn of Burma. Capt. I. I.. M. McGeoch. 
Royal Navy (Commanding Officer of the present cruiser), and Major-General T. II. Birkbcck. Assistant Colonel- 

in-Chief. the King's Own Royal Border Regiment. 


...but ordered from your 
Willerbys Naval Manager, this 
superb overcoat cmljodies all 
that is finest in London tailor¬ 
ing... and you can pay by 
allotment if you wish! 

Our Naval Managers visit your 
ship or shore station regularly 
-or if you’re a native, they'd 
be glad to caill and see you at 
Hour own home. Ask them to 
show you Willerbys exclusive 
Crombies. Cheviots and 
Tweeds, bot h ready to wear and 
made to measure. Uniforms, 
lounge suits, leisure wear and 

out fit t ing. too! Willerbys Naval 

• 

Managers will be glad to tell 
you all about it when they're 
next aboard: or you can drop us 
a line or call in at any of our 
branches fora leaflet describing 
Willerbys service to men in the 
Service. 


Working together 


PAY BY 
ALLOTMENT 
IF YOU WISH 


In all branches of the Service discipline and team work arc essential to success. 
And not only in the Service. It applies in civilian undertakings as well. The 
work of the Co-operative Permanent Building Society is a case in point. 

This Society provides easy and profitable methods of investing and saving. 
Invested money is used to make advances on mortgage to families who want to 
buy their homes. There is no better example of mutual co-operation ot 
advantage to both. 

Send today for Jet ails of the Society's services. 


28-30 OXFORD ST., LONDON W.l 


32 Royal Parade. Plymouth 
111 Commercial Road. Portsmouth 
5 London Rd.. North End, Portsmouth 
228 High Street. Chatham 
20 Above Bar, Southampton 
41 Gordon Street. Glasgow 
12 North Bridac. Edinburgh 
52 Commercial Street. Dundee 
20 HiQh Street. Belfast 
253 Main Street. Gibraltar 


CO-Op€!lATIV€ pCRMANCNT 


BUILDING SOCIETY 

NEW OXFORD HOUSE - LONDON - WC1 

Bratckei is all priscipal lews: full exceei £250.033.033 Metier at lie Bailitsg Secieliej Asuciatin Stare* at! Otp::it: ia Ills Siciet; are Trtslce Imifre:* 

THE SOCIETY IS PARTICIPATING IN THE ‘SAVE WHILE YOU SERVE FOR A HOME YOU CAN OWN* SCHEME 


9 

• , 4 

i •,, ~ 

* 

f 
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HUM.. 


Tailors to the Ser#ice:-Brjnchef throughout Great Britain 
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many, lie sounded as if be was a sad The personnel of the Ardrossan 
and disillusioned man. ; base, and the crews of all vessels 

operating from the port were borne 
IN UNIFORM AGAIN on the books of H.M.S. Spartiatc. the 

Now, I was to don my uniform and base ship at Glasgow. Ibis led to 

take up my duties in earnest. Little complete administrative chaos. It was 
did I realise that I would be in uniform decided, therefore, that Ardrossan was 
for a period of six and a half years to become an Independent Command 
and serve my country in all parts of and appropriately enough was named 
the world. II.M.S. Fortitude. 

Ardrossan harbour was small but The initial stalT of three, the Naval 
compact, enclosed within two break- Officer in Charge. Secretary and I'ele- 
water arms. There were no anchorage phonist had been overwhelmed with 
berths. The navigable part of the bar- the demands made upon them. 1 he 
hour merely constituted a wide chan- sudden influx of 50 Auxiliary Vessels 
ncl from the entrance through the to administer meant a rapid increase 
__ in personnel and offices. 


SOMK TEMPORARY NAVAL 
BASKS AND PORT PART1KS 
1939-1945 

by 

Capt. II. F. Waight. O.B.K., 
R.N. (retd.) 


DANCK HALL REQUISITIONED 
Another very great problem was the 
need for shore accommodation for the 
rapidly increasing numbers joining the 
base. To begin with ratings had been 
billeted in private houses, but house¬ 
holders could no longer meet the 
demand. Fortunately it was possible 
to requisition a large dance hall. Castle 
Craig, not far from the harbour. The 
centre of the building was then used 
as a Masonic Temple, but the 
occupiers most willingly agreed for it 
to be taken over. 


breakwater which led to a deep 
draught berth for petrol tankers and 
other jetties and tidal basin. On the 
waterfront was fitted a caisson, which 
formed the entrance to a large wet 
dock which was under Dockyard 
supervision. 

There were several building slips 
and quite a number of berths around 
the Perimeter. Both the Dockyard and 


From two rooms to an Operational Base for 
Minesweepers 

GLEANER SINKS A 
GERMAN SUBMARINE 


nnjIK term “Naval Port Party” came into being about 1940/41 when Nasal 
X Parties were in and out of the seaports of Mersa Matruh. Bardia, Tobruk. 
Derna and Benghazi during the fluctuations of the early Desert battles. Later 
the term was adopted for universal use. to cover all those officers and men 
under training as Port Parties designate for particular port overseas. 


The first port I had to organise as a 
Naval Base, from scratch, was Ardros¬ 
san, on the West coast of Scotland 
for which, in peace time. I held a 
“Dormant Appointment" as Naval 
Officer in Charge. Ardrossan and 
Minesweeping Officer. Clyde Area. 
Other ports on the Ayrshire coast, at 
Irvine. Troon and Ayr. which had 
docking, shipbuilding, repair and 
boiler cleaning facilities, also came 
under my wing. 

I had no special training to help 
cope with what became a very respon¬ 
sible post, as Ardrossan became the 
Operational Base for the Minesweep¬ 
ing and Seaward Defence of the Clyde 

Approaches. I had to rely on my own 
experience. I had been retired for 
nearly two years, but from 1935 on¬ 
wards I took refresher courses in A/S 
and Minesweeping and I kept in close 
touch with technical advances. It had 
been my good fortune to have carried 
out prolonged experiments with new 
weapons. 

Having been a manager in a large 
company for a number of years 1 had 
gained quite a good knowledge of 
administration and with the guidance 
of the King's Regulations and 
Admiralty Instructions 1 awaited 
coming events. On the civil side I had 
undertaken a strenuous A.R.P. course 
at Fairfield. Gloucestershire and had 
become an A.R.P. Instructor in my 
spare time. 

A DUMMY RUN* 

In 1938 the Munich crisis acted as a 
dummy run. I was able to sight Ardros¬ 
san Harbour and make a few contacts. 
With the return of Mr. Chamberlain 
from Munich and his famous state¬ 


ment “Peace in our time" the public, 
in the British style, grasped at this 
straw and relapsed into complacency. 
Interest in all voluntary organisations 
connected with the defence of the 
country, flopped, at least for quite a 
time, but at the end of six months, a 
new spirit was awakened. The man in 
the street h.-.d become alive to a dan¬ 
gerous situation, and interest in all 
matters of defence was quite enthusias¬ 
tic. 

•JOIN IN PLAIN CLOTHES’ 

On August 25. 1939. whilst at busi¬ 
ness. I received a telegram from the 
Admiralty, ordering me to proceed to 
Ardrossan. “Join in plain clothes," it 
read, “but take your uniform with 
you." 

On August 27 I reported to Rear- 
Admiral Campbell. Mag Officer. 
Clyde (with whom I had served on the 
China Station) and thence to Ardros¬ 
san. in readiness to assume my duties. 
Two small rooms had been allocated, 
one as an office, the other for setting 
up a telephone exchange and a general 
enquiries office. 

I was not in a position to give any 
instructions and I therefore took the 
opportunity to survey the harbour, 
jetties, berthing facilities and the 
Dockyard, calling on the Managers 
and Heads of Departments to enable 
us to get to know each other. A cer¬ 
tain amount of office equipment, 
previously indented for. hail already 
arrived. 

Meanwhile tension was increasing 
until, on Sunday. September 3. 1939. 
the Prime Minister broadcast to the 
nation that a state of war existed be¬ 
tween the United Kingdom and Gcr- 


II.M.S. Fortitude— the Naval Barracks at Ardrossan. Ayrshire—1939 to 1945 

» sad . 
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Harbour wet docks were liberally filled 
wilh powerful cranes, and there was a 
railway network which facilitated the 
discharge of cargoes into railway 
trucks, or the transporting of heavy 
machinery into the dockyard. The 
approach to the harbour was difficult 
and a pilot service was used. 

t his then is an outline of the port 
which was to be converted into a 
Naval Operational and Repair Base. 
It came within the orbit of Defended 
Ports, and it had to be wired in and 
security measures introduced. 

TRAWLERS ARRIVE 

Within a few days a number of 
trawlers, converted to Mincswccpcis. 
reported for duty. These were formed 
into a Flotilla, and at once took up 
the duties of daily sweeping the 
buoyed channel, from the boom ai 
Greenock to the Mull of Kintvrc a 
distance of approximately 40 miles 

To begin with there were many 
breakdowns and delays. The sweeping 
speed was about six knots. Il became 
necessary to form the 'sweepers into 
Divisions and to use Campbeltow n and 
Lamlash harbours as temporary bases. 

Sweeping the channel was only one 
aspect in connection with the seaward 
defences of the Clyde Approaches. 
Quite a large number of yachts and 
large trawlers lilted as A/S vessels 
reported for duty. These were formed 
into Divisions and il became possible 
to patrol continuously the Clyde 
Approaches with A/S vessels. I he 
periods on patrol extended over four 
days, with two at rest in harbour. 
Additional patrols were established to 
seaward of the Combracs. and an inner 
patrol, from Combracs to the boom 
at Greenock. 


MINES LAID 
The Admiralty had issued a warning j 
to shipping of an extensive minefield , 
established from the mainland near 
Ayr to the Island of Arran. Entrance 
to Clyde through the minefield was 
controlled by two Gate Ships. The 
North Channel and the area adjacent 
to the minefield was patrolled by- one 
of the three A/S sloops attached to 
Ardrossan. either H.M.S. Jason. 
H.M.S. Kingfisher or H.M.S. Gleaner. 


was erected on the dance floor to 
facilitate the slinging of hammocks; 
mess tables were rigged and Petty 
Officers’ messes screened olf. The gal¬ 
lery was used for hammock nettings; 
additional bathrooms and lavatories 
were installed and within a short time 
a first class Naval barracks H.M.S. 
Fortitude—was in being. 

Provisionally a wing had to be ear¬ 
marked for Wrens’ Quarters. At the 
outbreak of war. the Wren admini¬ 
strative organisation was not in opera¬ 
tion. Wrens had been recruited locally, 
so the question of quarters did not 
arise until the appointment of a Wren 
Superintendent on the staff of the 
Admiral. Western Approaches at 
Liverpool. Here again I was fortunate, 
as the good lady and I had been col¬ 
leagues in business. This proved to he 
of great help. 

Except for the serious losses at sea. 
due to German submarine activity, 
the war on the Continent continued 
its “phoney" progress. In February. 
1940. an exciting episode occurred 
which did much to impress upon the 
crews of the Auxiliary Patrol Vessels 
operating from Ardrossan. the im¬ 
portance of their duties. 

CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY 

It had been a matter of routine for 
a mailboat to leave Ardrossan at mid¬ 
night for Belfast, and the sloop on 
patrol usually made contact with AZS 

(Continued on page 7. column I) 
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ARDROSSAN AS A 
WARTIME BASE 


(Continued from page 5. column 6) 

equipment. On this occasion H.M.S. 
Cileaner was patrolling to seaward of 
the minefield and the Ollicer of the 
Watch, whilst adjusting his asdic ear¬ 
phones made a contact At first he 
assumed that it was the mailboat. but 
to his amazement he noticed that as 
the echo receded, the hearing, instead 
of drawing away on the Belfast route, 
was moving towards the Firth of 
( lydc. lie at once turned the Gleaner 
until the hearing was right ahead and 
called his C aptain. 

The Ship’s Company went to 
“Action Stations." The speed was 
gradually increased and, as the 
range decreased, the echo became 
louder, until simultaneous impulses 
were heard and depth charges were 
lircd. 

l or a.short period contact was lost 
but the Captain of the German sub¬ 
marine U.33. owing to damage to bis 
craft, decided to .surface. Gleaner had 
switched on searchlights, the guns 
were at the "Ready" and. as the sub¬ 
marine was caught in the searchlight 
beam, the guns opened lire. An 
explosion occurred oil board U.33 and 
she began to sink. The crew jumped 
overboard and were rescued by the 
crew of II.M.S. Gleaner and brought 
into Ardross.m in triumph as prisoners 
of war. 

I he crews of all vessels in the har¬ 
bour were electrified by this inspiring 
episode. The morale of everybody 
serving in the port, whether ashore or 
afloat, took a steep rise. I he C aptain 
of the Glcanci was awarded the D.S.C. 
and his Ollicer of the Watch also 
received an honour. 


NAVY WELCOMED 

Running parallel with the problem 
of accommodation at Ardrossan was 
that of amenities and here we were 
assisted one hundred per cent, by the 
leaders of church organisations and 
W.V.S.. in fact all voluntary organis¬ 
ations. I hey took over a large part of 
the Town Hall, quite close to the dock¬ 
yard and Commercial Horbour. where 
Patrol Vessels were berthed. A can¬ 
teen was quickly established and an 
excellent service provided from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m.. with good food, good 
company, games and music. In addi¬ 
tion concerts were organised and well 
patronised. 

Mr. Harry Kemp, the proprietor of 
a luxurious cinema placed it at the 
disposal of the E.N.S.A. C oncert Party 
every third Sunday and arranged for | 
its use on other special occasions, flic , 
local population took the Royal Navy • 
to its heart nothing was too much 


Gun-running in the Gulf Changes on 
H.M.S. LOCH RUTH YEN.Flag List 


CATCHES A DHOW 

H .M.S. I.och Ruth veil (('apt. P. S. Brule. R.N.) was proceeding towards 
Muscat recently at a leisurely eight knots. After dark a radar contact was 
gained at a range of four miles. No lights could be seen on the hearing and as 
the plot developed it became apparent that the contact was making little speed 
through the water. It had all the appearance of a fishing dhow-, and as the 
ship seemed to be on a collision course the ollicer of the watch asked permis¬ 
sion to alter course to avoid it. 


trouble. 


I 


DISMISSED 

W HEN a check was made on the 
stores a Leading Stores Assistant 
at Eraser Gunnery Range should have 
had. there was a deficiency of 2X5 
pints of rum. as well as deficienccs in 
sugar, tea. tins of codec, tins of milk 
and blankets. 

At a court martial at Portsmouth. 
Acting Leading Stores Assistant R. 
Surman pleaded guilty to nine 
charges and was sentenced to six 
months imprisonment and dismissal 
from the Service. 1 


Meanwhile the plot was maintained 
and the craft kept under observation, 
not entirely free from suspicion, as 
dhows are not often encountered 
under way at night. 

THE CHASE 

After a few minutes it was appre¬ 
ciated that the range between ship and 
dhow was not decreasing and it 
became apparent from the plot that 
the dhow had altered course away and 
increased speed. This was considered 
more than suspicious and. having 
darkened ship, speed was increased to 
close the dhow. 

When both vessels were entering 
territorial waters. Loch Kuthvcn over¬ 
hauled the dhow and called upon it to 
come alongside. This, after a flow of 
persuasive language from the inter¬ 
preter. P.O. Hassan. it eventually did. 
During this period ratings on the 
quarterdeck thought they saw pack¬ 
ages being thrown over the side. 

DHOW SEARCHED 

Once the dhow was alongside, the 
boarding ollicer. Lieut. R. E. Woolgar. 
R.N.. went on board to examine its 
papers and, when the right of search 


had been established, the boarding 
party proceeded to search the dhow. 
A number of rifles, pistols, ammuni¬ 
tion. fuses and detonators were found, 
enough in fact to satisfy Loch Ruth veil 
as to the illegal intent of the dhow. 
One of the men in the dhow was later 
identified as the most dangerous of 
the Omani rebels in the field. 


ICE-ADMIRAL Sir Charles L. G. 
V Eians, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.. 

D. S.C., was placed on the Retired List 
to date October 10. and Rear-Admiral 

E. II. E. Hopkins. C.IL, D.S.O.. D.S.C., 
was promoted Vice-Admiral from the 

i same date. 

Vice-Admiral Evans commenced 
! flying as a voting officer before the 
Second World War and in February, 
1940. was in command of 806 Squad¬ 
ron. He gained bis D.S.C. in June. 
1940. and bis D.S.O. in April. 1941 
for (lying operations. He saw war 
service in H.M. Ships Illustrious and 
Implacable and in 1953, while com¬ 
manding H.M.S. Ocean, saw service 
in Korean waters. 

Sir Charles was promoted to Rear- 
(Continued on page II. col. 2) 


II.M.S. Gleaner in her 
camouflage. 


war-limc 
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Three million 
dog owners 

O N ER three million people in this 
country own dogs, and willingly j 
and happily put up with a little dirt and 
noise, and a minor increase in the \ 
weekly housekeeping, some extra work 
such as grooming and exercising and 
(lie disadvantage that one cannot go 
out without either taking it or making 
some arrangements for its care. 

Buying a dog is the easiest thing 
in the world, but choosing the right 
one is a different matter. There arc 
many things to take into account 
before a dog is taken into the family. 
For instance, for what purpose is it 
wanted (companion or guard), where j 
, is it going to live, how much will it ' 
! cost to keep and how much exercise 
will it require? 

It is a fact, that once a dog owner, 
always a dog owner, or better still, 
two. After a while it is often difficult 
to decide who is the owner, and who 
is owned. 

COMPANION AND GUARD 
I he purpose of a dog can be cither ' 
’ as a companion or a guard. In most 
cases this can be one and the same 
thing. A guard dog (properly trained) 
can make a remarkable companion. 

A dog docs its guarding purely by 
being there, so actually any large dog. 
of which there are many quite docile 
breeds, for example the Boxer. Bull- , 
dog and Great Dane, make a perfect 
combination, and the smaller dogs, 
simply by barking, make a would-bc 
intruder think twice about entering, 
as the owner is invariably attracted by 
the noise, and investigates. So your 
companion, simply by being there lias 
done his guarding. 

Letters asking for advice on the 
care of dogs. etc., will be answered it 
addressed to Ycndis. c’o the Editor. A 
stamped addressed envelope should be 
enclosed. 


The Sick Berth Petty Officers’ Efficiency Medal for 1962 was recently 
awarded to Sick Berth Chief Petty Ollicer Donald James Eraser and was 
prcNcnfcd to him on the quarterdeck of H.M.S. Sheffield by Capt. N. E. F. 
Dalrymple-llamilton, C.V.O., M.B.E.. D.S.C. Awarded for zeal and 
efficiency shown in the discharge of a Sick Berth Petty Officer’s duties, the 
medal is made of silver gilt, ns it cannot lie minted in gold under present 

conditions. 
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H.M.S. Ambush spends week 
with American submarines 


H .M. SUBMARINE Ambush (Licut.-Cdr. K. Cleland. R.N.). recently visited 
the large American base and dockyard of Yokosuka, in Japan, for exer¬ 
cises and exchange of information with submarines of flic American Seventh 
Fleet. 

Yokosuka, on the west coast of 
Tokyo bay, is a fairly large American 
naval base with a dockyard about the 
same si/e as Portsmouth, some 30 
miles south of Tokyo. On arrival Am¬ 
bush was berthed alongside three 
United States submarines, all of the 
modernised Guppy class, and during 
the ensuing week many of the units of 
the Seventh Meet arrived in harbour, 
including the guided missile cruiser 
Providence and the aircraft carrier 
Bennington. By the end of the week 
there were nine submarines, including 
Ambush 


nothing but praise for the British "pot 
mess" and "roast and two." 

The town of Yokosuka itself is a 

sailor’s 


typical seaport, and an ideal 
run ashore." if a good deal more ex¬ 
pensive than Hong Kong, from which 
the submarine had just come. It was 
overheard that the Japanese bar girls 
had even those of Hong Kong beaten 
for looks and hospitality so. Su/ic 
Wong, look out! Another novelty 
peculiar to Japan is. of course, a 
Japanese bath, from which one is said 
to emerge a new man. 


TOKYO TOO EXPENSIVE 

Although Tokyo is only I! hours 
away by train, not many of the ship’s 
company visited the capital, having 
been warned by their American 
counterparts that it is an extremely 
expensive place. This fact was rapidly 
discovered by some of the olliecrs. 
who managed to get there for one 
evening. 

One of tlie more interesting spec¬ 
tacles seen by most of the ship’s com¬ 
pany was that of a lieutenant (J.G.). of 
the U.S.S. l ang. having his promotion 
to full lieutenant celebrated by Tang’s 
ship’s company. He was ceremonially 
thrown over the side in full uniform! 
It is felt that this is an American pre¬ 
cedent that the Royal Navy could well 
do without. 

Many good friends were made 




Apart from carrying out some ex¬ 
tremely valuable exercises with the 
U.S.S. Tang, the visit proved a great 
success in cementing Anglo-American 
relationships, as our hosts very kindly 
accommodated the ship's company 
ashore. The British Submariners never 
seemed to tire of the diet of chicken, 
salad, and ice-cream on which their 
American counterparts subsist, and 
the two American ollicers who "rode" 
Ambush during the exercise had 


Although it is true that to “Join the 
Navy is to see the world," there is 
much work to he done. Sometimes 
it is humdrum—sometimes it is 
exciting. The above picture shows 
catapult crews operating in rough 
weather on board H.M.S. Hermes 
during last August's Exercise “Rip¬ 
tide." The picture on the left shows 
the carrier manned for entering 
harbour at Malta. 


E. G. Irving, eluded the Belgian Ambassador to 
•aid a visit to Germany, the Obcrburgcrmcstcr of 
id ports in the Antwerp anil a number of other civic 
heart of the and academic dignitaries. 

The Royal Navy’s part in the cclc- 
c 450th anni- brat ions came as the result of the w*r- 
f the famous time occupation of Duisburg. A retired 
who was born naval ofliccr. Capt. C. A. G. Hutchi- 
ic age of 40. son. D.S.O. and Bar. O.B.E.. R.N.. was 
here lie lived appointed as Stadtkommandant. After 

leaving the city and retiring to Ports- 
a most warm mouth. Capt. Hutchison, who was held 
ints. It is true in great respect and alTcction by the 
the squadron, people of Duisburg, became the foun- 
c including a der of a link between Duisburg and 
:ning of their Portsmouth which has led to the cstab- 
dt to a steel- lishment of a close relationship and 
axation. were continuing exchange of visits at all 
The caps of levels from civic authorities to foot- 
c meticulously ball teams and school children. 

on a blank The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth. 
iplv. accompanied by the Chief Education 

Ofliccr and. of course. Capt. Hutchison 
CESSARY himself, participated in Duisburg’s 

lion was very j celebration* 

i naval rating CIVIC LUNCHEON 

ireessnnf*Onr The Obcrbilrgcrmcstcr found time, 
on as I opened on ,hc ,aM days of lhc shi P s ' visil - to 
rned up at mv ; (Continued in column 5) 


David Charles Vcalc. Steward. I)/L 
962757. H.M.S. Heron. Died Sep¬ 
tember 13, 1962. 

John Alan Ke*v ill. Radio Electrical 
Mechanic l/c (A), I./05722. 

II.M.S. Fulmar. Died September 
16. 1962. 

Das id Charles Playford, Able Sea¬ 
man, P/J 966575. H.M.S. I.ay- 
moor. Died September 25. 1962. 
James William Storey, Acting 
Leading Airman, L/FX 917302. 
H.M.S. Ark Royal. Died Septem¬ 
ber 25. 1962. 

John Sciherras. Chief Petty Officer 
Steward, E/LX 583563. H.M.S. 
St. Angelo. Died October I, 1962. 
David Arthur Edward Sorlleet, 
Naval Airman l/c, L/F 957399. 

H. M.S. Ark Royal. Died October 

I, 1962. 

Norman Frank French. Leading 
Cook (S). P/MX 922963. H.M.S. 
St. Vincent. Died October 7, 
1962. 

Peter Thompson, Acting Chief 
Ordnance Artificer. D/MX 
857636. Died October 5. 1962. 
Cyril Richard Hadden. Electrical 
Artificer l/c. D/MX 703943. 
H.M.S. Blackwood. Died 
October 8, 1962. 


»»». 


* * QUALITY 
INVITATION CARDS 


NAVY WAS THERE 


(Continued from column 4) 

leave all his distinguished Mercatorial 

i civic lunch to 


guests in order to give 
virtually every ofliccr and rating from 
the squadron. At the end. when he 
left, the sailors expressed their feelings 
by a burst of spontaneous clapping 
which took him down the length of 
the room and out of the door. Before 
he left he had heard a leading seaman 
summing up the genuine feelings be¬ 
hind the official facade, who said. 
"Wherever we walked through the 
streets in uniform, people smiled at 
us and said hello." 


are produced by Gale & Polden 
Limited for the Royal Navy. 
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Samples and prices of these top 
quality cards will be sent by 
return upon request. 
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Services, we can guarantee 
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During a recent N.A.T.O. exercise in Britain's South-Western Approaches, 
the cruiser H.M.S. Belfast was detached to go full speed to a French trawler 
which had a gravely injured fisherman on hoard. The cruiser steamed at 
30 knots for several hours and hovc-to alongside the French boat and sent a 
party aboard. 

Our picture shows (second from right) Surgeon-Commander Tiers War- 
burton, Royal Navy, of Dousland. Devon, who led the rescue party which 
brought the injured man from the teawler to the cruiser, whence the French¬ 
man was taken off by helicopter and flown to hospital ashore in the West 
Country. On the right is Sick Berth Attendant A. Clarke and. w ithout cap, w 
Sub-Licutcnnnt G. Marr. Royal Navy. 
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A FAR EAST DESTROYER 


A line picture of the Elect Radar picket—converted from a.“Latin Battle" class 
destroyer—II.M.S. Barrosa. She is now serving with the 8tl» Destroyer Squadron 
in the Ear East on a Foreign Service commission. Built by John Brown & Co., 
Clydebank. Barrosa has a displacement of 3.4JO tons (full load) and is 379 ft. 

(o.a.). Her complement is about 250. 


•ASK TIIE ENGINE DRIVER* 

In the expected time of arrival sig¬ 
nal the ship caused a certain amount 
of consternation by asking for one ton 
of coal. I'hc Service Advisor’s secre¬ 
tary was. apparently, invited to find 
out where one ton of coal could be ob¬ 
tained and she rang the general mana¬ 
ger of the Ceylon State Railways, who 
patiently explained that he was cur¬ 
rently negotiating for 250.000 tons and 
if she only wanted one ton she hail 
better ask the local engine driver. 
Nimble got her coal. 

Colombo proved to be very popular 
as the small British community rallied 
round and whisked everyone oil for 
lunches, teas and visits, and the ship’s 
company was made welcome at the 
swimming club. 

All things come to an end however. 


years 


T HE Admiralty has decided to allow 
ratings of the Seaman, K.R.A., 
Mechanician, Engineering Mechanic, 
Stores (V) and Electrical branches who 
have completed 22 years pensionable 
service, to re-enter the Service on en¬ 
gagements “to complete 27 years pen¬ 
sionable service." 

To be eligible a man must not have 
been out of the Service for more than 


gal and down the Sumatra Strait was 
an uneventful one. although the ship 
looked somewhat travel stained on 
arrival. One remarkable aspect of the 
journey from England to Singapore 

was that in the whole 8.000 miles the 
ship was never once headed by wind 
and sea. With Nimble's bluni bow. 
low freeboard and her canvas and 
wooden bridge, those on board were 
truly thankful for the fair weather. 

ENIGMA COMMISSIONED 

Five busy weeks in Singapore fol¬ 
lowed. turning over Nimble, com¬ 
missioning Enigma, storing her and 
getting her ready for the long passage 
home. Room has to be made. too. for 
the "rabbits" that were bought in 
Singapore for those at home. On 
August 11 Enigma slipped and pro¬ 
ceeded down the picturesque Johorc 
Strait, but not without some rcurct at 
leaving the creature comforts of Singa¬ 
pore. 

Despite the attractions of Colombo, 
the commanding ofliccr made the un¬ 
popular decision to return to Aden via 
Gan (or Addu Atoll as it is probably 
better known) in order to avoid the 
worst of the south-west monsoon. This 
I decision was amply justified in that the 
ship hail fine weather and trouble-free 
sailing for 4.000 miles. 

A slop was made at Gan to fuel 
and to water and for one of the 
ship’s company to catch a large lish 
on a piece of cold potato. 

ANOTHER TOWING JOB 

By the time the Enigma arrived at 
Aden it was known that she was to 

(Continued in column 3) 


(Continued from column 2) 
tow an Admiralty salvage vessel to the 
United Kingdom. 

At this stage of the proceedings 
those on board were beginning to re¬ 
gard themselves as real deep-water 
sailors until, at Aden, they met an 
American who arrived in a 50-ft. 
yacht all the way from Honolulu with 
his wife, a girl, a seven-year-old boy. 
and the occasional passenger as crew*. 
Enigma’s efforts did not seem all that 
good by comparison! 

The prospect of towing the Prince 
Salvor (1.250 tons (standard) and 194 
feet over all—Enigma was 175 feet—) 
4.000 miles at six knots was not 
greeted with any marked enthusiasm, 
but the tug’s crew soon settled down 
to the slower pace and. generally 
speaking, the weather was kind. 

_ 'BUTTER* WOULD NOT SELL 

Towing through the Suez Canal was 
an interesting exercise and the com¬ 
manding officer was thankful that the 
"Buffer” had resisted the offer of 
an Egyptian gentleman at Port Suez to 
buy the 10-in. nylon towing hawser for 
£50. It is reputed to have cost £1.000. 

Calls were made at Malta and Gib¬ 
raltar for fuel and water—not for¬ 
getting the last of the “rabbits"—and 
Dcvonport was reached on October 8. 

The round trip had taken just live 
months, of which ‘>0 days had been 
spent at sea. Naval Party 4711 had 
steamed over 16.000 miles, towed ships 
a distance of over 5.000 miles, and 
those concerned felt that they had 
done a good job and were fully en¬ 
titled to enjoy the leave which had 
been so well earned. 

R. W. P. 


Send your Gills 

through Ileriiards 


BERNARDS provide a comprehensive Gift Service whereby 
a customer’s choice of gifts may be delivered in the United 
Kingdom on any date desired, accompanied by personal 
messages or greeting cards, while delivery can also be made 
anywhere else in the world, but specific dates cannot be assured 
for such deliveries. 

Bernards new Gift List (now being 

sent to all account customers) y -- - 

contains a wide choice of gifts by RBJSJEH 
well-known manufacturers — 3f> ffta.tJ-T.i-JI 

pagesof intcrcstinggift suggestions jt 

for everyone in the family and /a ^ 

friends as well. \ 

Where it is preferred not to pay -j ^ j* / 

cash, the cost of orders may be 

charged to a credit account for . jQfcJTt W 

settlement by Admiralty Allot- wRft? 

ment. Banker’s Order or a Post ' 

Office Savings Bank remittance. 

No charge is made for credit - Mr* — VI 

terms. 

Orders may be placed or purchases 

made at any Bernard branch or through Head Office, and the 
Gift Service is available right through the year. A copy of the 
Gift List and full details of Bernards comprehensive service 
will gladly be given on request at a branch or through Head 
Office. 

Not just at Christmas, but right through the year, make a 
point of sending YOUR GIFTS THROUGH BERNARDS. 


Prices 26/6 to 33/6 

FREE CAR KEY FOB with 
each order 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LIMITED 

ANGLIA HOUSE, HARWICH, ESSEX 

Other Branches at Portsmouth , Chatham, Devonport , Deal, Dunfermline, 
Falmouth , Gibraltar Helensburgh, Grimsby. Londonderry. Malta and 
Port lam!, also at Lossiemouth. Arbroath , Abbot sinch, Brandy, Culdrosc. 
Corsham. Gosport , Lympstone , Worthy Down. Yeovilton and Poole. 

Officers shops at Portsmouth. Plymouth and Southampton. 


Send lor details and FR£l 
BROCHURE of 14 other easy to 
assemble handicraft kits 


L.F.F. SUPPLIES 

P.O. Box I, LINDOW LANF 
WILMSLOW, CHES. 


ILM. Tug Enigma—sailed home from Singapore 


ftSUSSi 


To Singapore and 

back by tug 

SIXTEEN THOUSAND 
MILES IN 5 MONTHS 

A TASK which really commenced with the forming up of Naval Party 4711 
in July, 1961, completed its work on October H this year. The task was to 
steam ILM. Tug Nimble (1.190 tons full load—175 feet over all) from Chat¬ 
ham to Singapore, and to return with II.M. Tug Enigma (1.332 tons full load) 
to the United Kingdom. 


A breakdown after towing a caisson 
fiom Devonport to Portsmouth neces¬ 
sitated a long relit at Chatham and it 
wasn’t until May of this year that 
Nimble managed to complete her trials 
and start her long journey. 

It was decided that Nimble should 
tow II.M.S. Cuxton. a coastal mine¬ 
sweeper of 360 tons (standard) and 153 
feet over all. from Mytlic to Gibraltar. 
Nimble’s crew 
complete 


tertained the ship’s company with skil¬ 
ful renderings of "Tom Dooley" and 
traditional airs, as well as some from 
the "T op 20." They also played at the 
ceremony of sunset. 


ELECTRICAL FAILURE 

On leaving the Gulf of Aden on the 
next leg the air temperature dropped 
11 degrees in one night and this was 
considered themselves h|j SS- (> n clearing Socotra, however. 

the south-west monsoon was met and 
Nimble started to roll. To add to the 
"joy” a water-line scuttle in the 
Mechanic (Ed’s mess deck was punched 
out of the ship’s side by a sea. and 
there was a total electrical failure when 
the main switchboard fused. 

Repairs were effected and Nimble 
arrived at Colombo in good order. 


novices at towing at this 
stage, but the ’sweeper was safely de¬ 
livered after a five days’ journey. 


RED SEA HEAT 

From Gibraltar the tug sailed on to 
Malta, through the Suez Canal to 
Aden. The passage down the Red Sea 
in June was one which most of the 
ship’s company would willingly have 
foregone. Most of the space between- 
dccks in a tug is taken up by heat¬ 
generating boiler and engine rooms, 
and as Nimble was not "tropicaliscd” 
in any way. the temperatures below 
decks varied from a minimum of 100 
degrees to a maximum of 160 degrees. 

During the ship's stay at Aden the 
two non-duty watches slept ashore in 
air-conditioned cabins as guests of the 
2nd Bn. King's Own Scottish 
Borderers. This gesture was much 
appreciated, as also was the occasion 
when two magnificently attired 
K.O.S.B. pipers went on board and en- 

ANOTHER ‘SAUCY 
ARETHUSA’ FOR 
THE NAVY 


and it was necessary to get to Singa- 
HE keel of one of the two addi- pore. The trip across the Bay of Ben- 


tional giiided-missilc destroyers 
ordered in the 1961-62 Navy Estimates 
was laid at the Walker, Newcastle 
upon Tyne yard of Messrs. Vickcrs- 
Armstrongs Ltd., on September 13. 

The destroyer will be named Gla¬ 
morgan—a name which docs not 
appear to have been used in the Royal 
Navy before. 

The other ships of the class arc the 
Devonshire, now on class evaluation 
trials and expected to join the Fleet 
shortly, the Hampshire, also expected 
to join the Fleet in the near future, 
the Kent. London and Fife. 

The keel of another ship, whose 
name has appeared in the Navy Lists 
for over a couple of centuries, was laid 
down at J. S. White & Co.. Cowes, 
yard on September 17. This is the 
frigate which will be named the 
Aretbusa. 

Arcthusa is one of the three general- 
purpose frigates (A.S.) of the Lcandcr 
Class ordered under the 1962-63 Navy 
Estimates, making the total numbers 
in this class ten. 


TREAT YOUR FEET! 

CANADIAN MOCCASINS 

Make these yourself with the easy 
to assemble kit. all parts shaped. 
'h*ck so t supple bullhide leather 


three years and no man can he re¬ 
entered unless he can complete the 27 
years before reaching the age of 55. 

Men must bcTit for service at home 
or abroad, float or ashore and useful¬ 
ness to the Service in all its aspects 
will be the first consideration. There 
can be no question of selective draft¬ 
ing. The Admiralty also states .that 
men allowed to re-enter will be liable 
to have their service cut short if their 
efficiency should unduly deteriorate. 

Previous service may count for all 
pay purposes. The rating to be held on 
re-entry and advancement conditions 


arc as laid down in the Advancement 
Regulations. 

Pensioners re-entering have to give 
up their pensions, hut the additional 
service counts for an increase in pen¬ 
sion and terminal grant on retirement. 

Ratings still serving should, of 
course, apply through their present 
commanding officers. Those not now 
serving should apply through the 
commodore of their former Welfare 
Authority, i.c. Commodore of the 
Royal Naval Barracks. Portsmouth, 
or the Commodore. II.M.S. Drake, 
Devonport. who w ill be pleased to pro¬ 
vide any information. 













LIGHT 
i ALE 


brown 

ALE... 


’s crew of danger 


I N July HALS. Astute visited Sum-1 Fortunately a slight swell produced 
intrude. Prince Edward Island, the i :he noise of roaring breakers to warn 
sisit coinciding with the Canadian .>1 the dangers ahead, one of which 
Maritime Provinces' Lobster Festival, was the necessity to pass through a 
At the same time two parties were 50-yard gap Ik tween two shoals. A 
organised from spare crew and base *a!e in the Northumberland Strait 
staff, one in a whaler and one on provided further excitement when a 
bic>cles, to make their way to Sum- precipitous entry into Arisaig harbour 
merside, arriving while 1I.M.S. Astute in pitch darkness at 0200 was made 
was there. The whaler party faced a loubly difficult when the rudder gear 
round trip of 600 miles via ihe Canso ell apart and the brails blew rut of 
Strait and the cyclists 340 miles by reach, 
road and ferry. 

The whaler was purloined from the 
dockyard 


throughout the 14-dav round trip, 
of which six nights were spent under¬ 
way. the kindness and hospitality ol 
the natives was very gratifying after 
their initial surprise at finding 
Grangers sailing in their domain. 

Ihe cvelists also found this during 
an unpleasant battle against head¬ 
winds in pouring rain and with 
Canadian made bicycle t\ros blowing 
out fairly regularly. In Canada cyclists 
are raie. as are pedestrians, and our 
team were given a wide berth by the 
motor ists. 

Both teams rendezvoused with 
II.M.S. Astute at Summerside and en¬ 
joyed three davs' well earned rest be¬ 
fore their return journeys. 


IIALS. Token enters the lock at Wilhelmshasen. Both Token and Tireless were built in HAL Dockyard, Portsmouth 


TOKEN AND TIRELESS PAY VISIT 
TO WILHELMSHAVEN 

A Right Royal Welcome 


were arranged and two expeditions 
were made to places further afield. One 
of these was a trip to Hanover by a 
party of eight officers who were the 
guests of the British Consul General 
there. Ihe other visit was a trip to 
Hamburg by two officers and three 
ratings **to see how the other half 
lived." 

Tlic programme of reconstruction ........... ...... .. 

uni is now in its final TWIST IIOl.l. A( KOBATICS 
s will be Individual entertainment was pro- 
e spring of vided in the town of Wilhclnishavcn 
and a visit to the "Twist Hole." one of 
the local dance halls, revealed repre¬ 
sentatives of most sections of the ships' 
Token and Tireless berthed within companies performing various subtle 
ten minutes ol the main shopping acrobatics. 

centre and there were crowds ot people The football match ag.iinq the 
to greet the submarines. Official calls German naval side was most amusing, 
were soon over and everyone on board Most of the entertainment was pro- 
settled down to enjoy a liesu.elv visit, duccd by the antics of the goalkeepers. 

’The illusion was soon shattered as The ships were open to visitors and 
the programme arranged hv the ships' a total ot over 4.500 people walked 
hosts was most comprehensive. There through the submarines, the German 
was a "beer and song" evening for Naval Veterans Society were shown 
tire ratings at the I bkeriege Barracks j round on a Sunday morning and a 
and a trained choir was there to sing parts was organised lor some 70 
a in number b> request, and the sailors i orphaned oi unwanted children. 


A T the end of the summer HAL Submarines 'Token (l.ieut.-Cdr. A. F. Ilosic 
R.N.) and Tireless (A. L. Miller. R.N.). visited Wilhclnishavcn and the 
ship's companies were given a right royal welcome. 

Wilhelmshaven is part of the pro 
since of Ost Friesland and the inhabi- began in 195 
tants are of mainly Saxon origin. The stages. The great lock gate 
town has a population of about one ffoated into position in th 
bundled thousand and was founded in next >ear when the site is Hooded 


Astute's whaler which made (lie round trip of 6(10 miles 


not enough to 


That's what I thought when I was your age 
until someone showed me the Progressive 
Savings Scheme. I only had to put aside £3 
a month by Naval allotment but when I leave 
the Service next year I can collect £ 855 . 

Sounds too good to he true. Where’s the catch . 1 

No catch. And if I had died at any time my 
ed (he 


wife would have receiv 
immediately. You see, it's a Savings 
Scheme and Life Insurance rolled into one. 

vou hadn't signed on lot _*.• xrar* 


Which will you take ? 

I’m going for the pension. I'm all lined 
up for a job already, and with an extra 
pension to look forward to when I retire, 
and the wife provided for if anything 
happened to me - well, it's the kind of 
security we all want. 

1 l«*w do vou set about all this / 

That's easy. Ask the Provi- 

_ dent Life for details of the 

Progressive Savings Scheme. 


>uj>posm 
MTX'icC 

When I had done my nine years, as I had 
paid premiums for 7 years, I could have 
drawn £234 to help set me up in Civvy 
Street. Now. after 22 years’ service. I shall 
have the option of taking the 
£ 855 , or if I don't need the 
cash immediately, a pension 
of £ 172 * a year when I retire 
from civilian work at 65 . 

* For we tubers oj the MV..V. tin 
Fens ion is £t.jf) a year. 


PROVIDE? 

LIFE 


canned beer 

Try some in the mess tonight! 

6 ALDRIDGE & CO. LTD., Banister Street, Southampton 

Telephone: Southampton 22435 


ASSOCIATION OF LONDON 
IIMITCO • *0 —ion 


Send this coupon to 246 Bishopsgatc, London, E.C.2 
Please send details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 

Name . 

Address. 


Age next birthday 


Ratin? or Rank 
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Ten thousand miles in 
one month’s steaming 

H.M.S. BLAKE S TRIP 
TO THE WEST INDIES 

H .M.S. BI.AKK (Capt. I). C. Cltiffcrhiick, R.N.), wearing Ihe flag of Hag 
Oflieer Flotillas, Mediterranean (Rear-Admiral J. F. I). Bush. D.S.C.). re¬ 
turned to Malta recently on completion of a nine-week detachment to the West 
Indies, where she was sent to help represent the United Kingdom at the Inde¬ 
pendence celebrations of Jamaica and Trinidad. 

During her period awav from Malta i ..... 

she visited seven places on the other and five childrens parties on board; 
side of the Atlantic — Bermuda. I the R.M. Band gave 22 performances 


Jamaica. Venezuela. St. Lucia. Bar 
bados. Trinidad and I obago — in 
addition to calling at Gibraltar on Ihe 
way out and on the way back. In all 
she steamed over 10.000 miles and 
spent 28 days at sea. including two 
nine-day passages across the Atlantic 
and back. 

H.M.S. Blake first called at Hamil¬ 
ton in Bermuda, berthing alongside 
the main shopping street. *1 he generos¬ 
ity of the local population ensured 
that there was not much time to be 
spent in shops, and this was a good 
thing, for prices appeared astro¬ 
nomical. 

From Bermuda the ship proceeded 
to Kingston. Jamaica, where the ship’s 
company had its first introduction to 
local rum. 

After Kingston the ship went to La 
Gunira. in Venezuela, which is the 
port for Caracas, the capital where the 
cost of living is reputed to be the 
highest in the world. C aracas is 10 
miles away from La Guaira and is 
served by a specially built six-lane 
highway which must be one of the 
fastest in the world. 

After four days in La Guaira. the 
cruiser visited the islands of St. Lucia 
and Barbados. 

1 lien came the visit to Port of Spain. 
Trinidad, for the Independence cele¬ 
brations. On conclusion of the cere¬ 
mony the Union Jack, which had been 
lowered, was presented to Rear- 
Admiral Bush for safe keeping. 

Five days later the Blake went to 
Tobago (the other half of the new 
nation). The visiMCo Tobago was all 
too brief, as it is one of the most 
loveliest islands in the world. 

During the excursion from the 
Mediterranean the Admiral attended 
two State banquets, one State ball, 
one State opening of parliament, 
two wreath-laving ceremonies and in¬ 
numerable other official events and 
was host at 15 formal functions on 
board; the ship gave seven receptions 


ashore, including seven of Beating Re¬ 
treat and one on television; the ship's 
company took part in 52 matches 
against local teams at sports ranging 
from soccer to table tennis and dis¬ 
covered that (i) it rains practically 
every day in the West Indies in 
August; (ii) there are as many ditferent 
types of rum as there are West Indian 
islands and (iii) the popular belief that 
swimming in the Caribbean is danger¬ 
ous due to sharks is erroneous not a 
single shark was seen within miles of 
the shore. 


FLAG RANK CHANGES 

(Continued from page 7. col. 5) 

Admiral in January. 1956. after serving 
as Commodore. R. N. Barracks. Ports¬ 
mouth. and appointed Flag Oflieer 
Flying Training. He was Flag Oflieer 
Aircraft Carriers 1959-60 and for the 
last two years has been Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic. 

Vice-Admiral Hopkins qualified as 
an Observer in 1934, serving in II.M. 
Ships Courageous and Furious before 
the war. 

Admiral Hopkins cross-trained as a 
Naval pilot and in 1945 did the l ighter 
Course. During the Korean War he 
served in H.M.S. Theseus as Com¬ 
mander (Air). He was promoted Cap¬ 
tain in 1950 and Rear-Admiral in I960. 
In the intervening years he was Deputy 
Director of Air Organisation and 
Training. Captain (D) Second Training 
Squadron at Portland, and Director of 
Naval Air Warfare. From September. 
1956 until August. 1958 he was in com¬ 
mand of H.M.S. Ark Royal and then 
followed the appointment as Captain. 
Britannia Royal Naval College, at 
Dartmouth. 

Admiral Hopkins was appointed 
Flag Officer Plying Training in Sep¬ 
tember. I960 and since January. 1962. 
has been Flag Officer Aircraft Carriers. 
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DEVOTED ESPECIALLY TO THE 
PRIM ING REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE SERVICES 

Wc can undertake al! your printing, 
speedily and economically—from a Service 
history to your personal stationery. 

Journals— Recruiting Brochures 
Programmes—Information Booklets 
Invitation Cards — Christmas Cards 
M enu Card s—V i s i t i n g Cards 
Die Stamping — Letterpress 
Photo Lithography 

With the latest machinery, in a new, modern 
plant, wc achieve a standard of workman¬ 
ship which cannot be surpassed. We would 
welcome a visit from you and the oppor¬ 
tunity to quote for your printing require¬ 
ments—large or small—we think you will 
be pleasantly surprised. Ask for a rep¬ 
resentative to call. 



This is the cigarette 

which turned the world 
to king size filter smoking. 


Invented in 1951 
Often imitated, never equalled 
Years ahead in research 
Best tobacco money can buy 
Superbly made, superbly packed 
Rothmans King Size really satisfies. 


All the world over you'll find Rothmans 
In 120 countries on five continents 
Aboard liners on the seven seas 
Atop the wings of over 60 major airiines. 


And because Rothmans is the world’s 
largest selling King Size Virginia 
you can be sure its always fresh. 



ROTHMANS 


THE GREATEST NAME IN CIGARETTES 


made by a group of 


companies in partnership with 100.000 shareholders throughout the world 
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T HE No. 5 Area of Ihc Royal Naval 
Association—Essex. Suffolk. Nor¬ 
folk and Cambridgeshire—is to bold 
flic 1963 Area Annual Dinner at 
Ipswich, and the Ipswich shipmates 
are Imping that Association members 
from the remoter corners of Ihc Area 
will attend, as well as those nearer at 
hand. 

The Ipswich branch reporter states 
that there is not a great deal of social 
activity in the branch—being a wee 
bit "oil the track** it isn't much good 
asking branches during the week, and 
as every hall in the district is hooked 


Gening the Cap- 
were entertained 
association at its 
the Cubicala. 
►c put the other 


THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. The Queen 


Blackhall’s standard is 
dedicated 


I T is hoped that the new headquarters 
of the Blackhall and Coastal branch 
of the Royal Naval Association will 
be opened early in November. The 
opening will mark an extraordinary 
line achievement, for the branch has 
been in existence for only three and a 
half years. 

Hie recent dedication of the branch 
Standard was a huge success, and 
blessed with fine weather. Led by the 
Blackball Colliery Silver Prize Band, 
the parade to the church was headed 
by the Hartlcpools Sea Cadets, 
followed by the Standards and mem¬ 
bers of visiting branches. 

CHURCH WAS FULL 
The church was full and the service 
was conducted by the Reverend C. V. 


DERBY NEEDS 
NEW MEMBERS 


Cole of St. Andrew’s. Blackhall 
Colliery, assisted by the Reverend 
E. L. Hammond, the Methodist 
Minister, who also gave the sermon. 
The lesson was read by the National 
Chairman. Shipmate l\ Wade. Ship¬ 
mates Eadington. Chapman. Laws and 
Reed acted as sidesmen. 

After the service the parade 
re-formed and marched round the 
village to the Saluting Base outside the 
nearly completed new headquarters 
and club of the branch. Shipmate 
Wade took the salute and. on the dais 
with him were Rear-Admiral Hutton. 
Might Liddle. R.A.F.V.R.. Licut.-Cdr. 
Burden. R.N.R., and the branch 
President. Shipmate N. Mills. 

Tea was arranged in the Blackhall 
Miners' Welfare Hall and justice was 
done to a very line spread. A good 
number of the guests stayed to enjoy 
a social evening in the branch’s club 


room. 


DAY TO REMEMBER 


licials and guests of the Cork and County branch. Front row—J. Collins (Chairman). I hc Earl of Roden. ('apt. 
lasasse, Lieut. Maxwell. Rev. J. B. While. Back row—Cdr. Arhuthnot. I). O'Sullivan. M. McGrath (lion. Trea¬ 
surer), .1. Crowley, I'. O’Mahoney. (Hon. Secretary), J. Knox (Vice-President) and II. Carson 


The small ships give large welcome 
to Cork shipmates 

SUCCESSFUL YEAR 


There is a good nucleus of ex-Royal 
Navy members ip. the Derby area, and 
if present members could “press gang" 
only one new member each, the 
branch would be in a healthy posi- 
: tion. 

The branch held a bullet supper on 
I October 12 when about 40 members 
and guests enjoyed a most pleasant 
evening which was rounded olf by 
visit to a local ballroom to support 

inised by the 
the Wrens* 

some of the older shipmates who. I Association, 
despite their age, remain hale and j The attendance at the dance was 
hearty. i rather disappointing due. perhaps, to 

Another trip was to Kensale when several other functions which were 
H.M.S. Wakeful was present for the being held in the town. 

August regatta. I hc ship may be small. Derby and district readers of "Navy 
but its welcome to the shipmates was News*’ who perhaps did not know of 


Dedication day was a great day and 
one which will be remembered, not 

T HK Derby branch of fbc Royal only by the branch, but also by the 
Naval Association got olf to a P-"Plc of ihc village, many ol whom 
good Sian in October. 1961. with 90 commented upon the very smart 
members, hut attendances during the P ara de. 

summer months fell oil considerably. The Blackhall shipmates wish to 
It is hoped that all the original mem- express their deep appreciation to all 
hers, and new ones, will rally round who went and who helped to make it 
and keep the branch in commission. I such a memorable occasion. Special 


A 


the Trafalgar Dance orga 
Derby Sea Cadets and 


thanks arc due to Licut.-Cdr. Burdett 
and the Sea Cadets and Mr. II. Strong 
and the Blackhall Colliery Band, to 
the two ministers the Reverend Cole 
who was conducting such a service for 
the first time and the Reverend Ham¬ 
mond a ’’Brvlercam Boy.*’ to use his 
own words whose sermon will long 
be remembered. Special thanks arc due 
too. to Chief Petty Ollicer Blenkinsop. 
the Parade Marshal, who gave great 
assistance and to whom great credit 
is due that all went without .1 hitch. 

NEW STANDARD ON PARADE 

The newly dedicated Standard had 
its first outing when the Middles¬ 
brough branch dedicated its Standard, 
and was on parade again at Durham 


its welcome to the shipmates was News" who perhaps did not 

............ f . ... . . , r .. .1 .v .4 large when shipmates went on board, ihc existence of the braheh can obtain I on Trafalgar Day backing up the 

Sl<R\E\ of the ( ork and ( ounty branch ol the Royal Naval Asm*- |. alcr the branch was host to H.M.S. details from the branch secretary. Mr. Durham Sea Cadets at their service 
ciution shows that the past year has been a mcmorahlc one. I lie branch s, Welcome when she visited Kensale. A. Mann. 27 Park Road. Littleovcr. which was held in Durham’s beautiful 


guide and philsopher, ( apt. C. M. B. Chavusse, C.B.E.. ILS.O. and Bar, R.N. j The high-light of ships’ visits was Derby. 

(rtd.), is still president, and Shipmate "Jim” Knox, previously chairman, and w hcn H.M. Submarine Excalibur __ 

the man who did so much to "launch" the branch and set it on an even keel, visited Cork. She docked at the 
is now vice-president. | Custom House and several Associa- 

Thc present Chairman is Shipmate • and Cdr. Arhuthnot. This was a func- tion members were entertained on 
•’Jumper” Collins. Shipmates Michael tion that will long be remembered by board on the evening of her arrival. 
McGrath and f rank O'Mahany arc the branch and the guests. i Later her C aptain. Lieut.-C dr. Mann, 

treasurer and Secretary respectively. I On the occasion of H.M.S. Finis- j officers and ship's company were I 

When the branch held its annual terre's visit to C ork, there was a • invited to a social given by the Lee j 

dinner the shipmates were very "Welcome" dance and this. too. was a Valley Branch of the British Legion.' 

pleased to welcome Sir Ian McLcllan,; tremendous success. Ihc one regret of which the Royal Naval Associa -' 

H.M. Ambassador to Ireland, as j was that the number of guests had to tion play a leading part. 

Guest id* Honour. Accompanying the | be limited to 4(H). Dancing continued J On a subsequent evening the 
Ambassador was Brigadier I hukncss . 1 until 2.30 a.m. and many new friend- tain, officers and men 
British Military Attache and also j ships were made. by the Royal Naval 

present were Brigadier The O'Dono-1 During the summer many success- branch headquarters, 
van. M.C.. Capt. Chavassc. Colonel ful outings were organised. One was. Perhaps it ought to be put 
Chavasse. Cdr. Keating. Cdr. O'Dwycr! to Whitegate where members met way round—the submariners enter¬ 
tained the shipmates. There was 
I repeat performance the following 
evening and these occasions will not 
soon he forgotten. 

In September the branch was 
f honoured by a visit by the Area 
Chairman, (apt. Ihc Earl of Roden, 
who was accompanied by the Area 
Secretary. Lieut. C. A. Maxwell, ( apt. 

Ihc Earl of Roden will be well 
remembered by some readers as main 
will have served with him. He was 
then known as Capt. Viscount Jocchn. 

The Area Chairman gave the 
branch an account of the work done 
by branches of the Association in 
1 Ireland and spoke of the aims and 
ideals of the Royal Naval Associa¬ 
tion. Later, with Lieut. Maxwell and 
Capt. Chavassc. he was a member of 
a "Brains Trust" which answered all 
questions and queries put up by the 
shinmates. 

The items above are just a few out- j 
standing examples in the life of the 
Cork and County Branch of the Royal 
1 Naval Association, but what may not . 
be told arc the good works performed. | 
bringing a little comfort, comradeship 
% and friendship to those going through 
hard times. 


cathedral. 


No. 5 AREA 
HELD AT 
IPSWICH 


DINNER TO BE 


it 


at 


as well as those nearer at 


up for months ahead at week-ends, 
is dillicult in the extreme. 

The branch, however, is very "Wel¬ 
fare-minded"- and as Welfare is one 
of the main aims of the Association 
Ipswich feels it is doing a good job. 

Members were present at the 
Annual Reunion and were also rep¬ 
resented on Trafalgar Day at Coven¬ 
try for the dedication of the Coventry 
branch Standard. 

Arc there any amateur gardeners 
in the various branches who can beat 
states the effort of the Ipswich secretary— 
social Shipmate Thompson 1 ? In his small 
greenhouse, and without any special 
effort, he produced a cucumber which 
weighed over 4 lb. He had many of 
1 over 3 lb. 


What makes the Ronson Cadet 
such a neat choice ? 

Si7.o. for one thing:, the Cadet is so compact and sensible. 
Slips comfortably into your pocket. Choose from eight 
different sizes: eight different finishes (some with wind¬ 
shields—all at neat, low prices). There’s even a Lady 
Cadet for your girl-friend. Ask to have a look at the 
Ronson Cadets next time you're in the NAAFI. 


Advancements 

(Continued from page 5. column 5) 




WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTERS 


lo Odd Air Filler * \F» 

I 'I X 100507 W. Crur.h 
A. F Gcorxe. 

To Chief Air Filler lUl 

I IX SI 750-1 |). I*. J. Vj 
lo Chief Airman 1 A.II.I.i 

L/IX 712061 S. lurion. I 'IX 7WJ5'- I) 
Kins. L/IX K. A. Br.AcnUurc. L 

SS22S6 M. Hibberi. 

To A cl Inc Chief Hccfrfcal Artificer ( Vir* 

L/FX 66&S22 K. F. Sore, t./l X **•*%.% J 
\V 

To Chief Fieriridan (Air* 
t./FX SI6SIX W. A. Sprats 

lo Chief Kadlo FleclricLiu I \i»' 

L/IX s:.«yi7 R. M Collin* 


Shipmate Thompson. B.E.M.. secretary of the Ipswich branch of the Royal 
Naval Association, and his encumber which weighed over 4 lb. 
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Golden Wedding Party 
for Founder-Chairman 

40 YEARS IN NAVY 

F OUNDER-CHAIRMAN of Ihc St. Austell branch of the Royal Naval 
Association, Lieut. Ernest Richards, who served a total of 40 years in the 
Royal Navy, celebrated his golden wedding on October 5. 

On the following evening. "Skipper.” ! presented the couple with a basket of 
now a sprightly 70. and his wife, roses, a glass water set and a vase. 
Nellie, gave a party for the members "This branch has been particularly 
of the branch in the headquarters. A fortunate in having "Skipper” for 12 
large number of member* and their years. He was elected chairman when 
families and friends attended to pay ihc branch was formed in 1950.” said 
tribute to a man whose whole life has Mr. Mcrtimorc. 
been the Royal Navy and who has | After tucking into the “big cats" 
done much to keep the branch alive i provided by Mrs. Richards, the mem- 


1.1 


THE THIRD SEA LORD IS BARNES 


through some dillicult times to the pre¬ 
sent. when extensions and modernisa¬ 
tion of the headquarters promise it a 
nourishing future. 

STARTED ON NEWQUAY BEACH 

In his usual humorous way. "Skip¬ 
per” welcomed the members to the 
party by saying "It all started on New¬ 
quay beach. That's where I met her 
and I don’t think we look so bad after 
50 years." His recipe for a long happy 
life?—Co-operation. 

Keeping a secret from "Skipper" is 
a most difficult feat but this time the 
members succeeded. He was obviously 
surprised when Shipmate Albert "Pop" 
Mortimorc. D.S.M.. a founder-mem¬ 
ber, vice-president and welfare officer. 

Wear branch 
takes on 400 
children 

T HE month's activities of ihc Wear 
Branch of the Royal Naval Asso¬ 
ciation have included a l-icld Day for 
more than 400 of Ihc members chil¬ 
dren. 

The events were held at Seaborn 
Camp on the sea front, and every child 
received a gift. Fun and games and a 
good time was bad by all with perhaps 
one exception, that o[ the entertain¬ 
ments chairman. Ken Nelson, who was 
slightly injured in a soccer game with 
the juniors. 

The Field Day is an annual event 
and is much looked forward to. 

Two standard dedications have taken 
place, one at Blackball and one at 
Middlesbrough, and a good representa¬ 
tive turnout was made (as is the cus¬ 
tom) to these two important days in 
the area. 

The most recent even was a morning 
Banyan Party which was rather 
severely dealt with by the weather, but 
the coach parties made headquarters 
in time to replenish that which had 
been consumed earlier. 

Shipmate "Mattie" Davison, in ad¬ 
dition to looking after the catering for 
the members, has taken movie films 


hers were commanded by "Skipper" 
to "dance and skylark." 

Lieut, and Mrs. Richards were mar¬ 
ried at St. Luke's Church. Plymouth, 
on October 5. 1912. three years after 
he had joined the Royal Navy as a 
Boy Second (lass. 

WAS AT ZEEBRUGGE 

During the First World War Lieut. 
Richards was advanced to Leading 
Seaman and then to Petty Officer. He 
served in a torpedo boat on patrol olT 
Plymouth. During the last two years of 
the war Ik* served in P21. a patrol boat 
designed to look like a submarine. This 
boat took part in the famous Zcc- 
brugge raid and had numerous clashes 
with German destroyers. 

Just before the last war Lieut. 
Richards joined H.M.S. Kenya, a 
cruiser then being built and helped to 
commission her in 1940. In H.M.S. 
Kenya Lieut. Richards saw plenty of 
action and it was not long before the 
ship was being called "Lucky Kenya." 

That was not surprising for the 
Kenya steamed 135.000 miles in just 
over two years, got convoys through to 
Russia and Malta, bad her bows blown 
olf by a torpedo and yet suffered only 
five casualties-none of them due 
directly to enemy action. 

BOWS BLOWN OFF 

The Kenya made three runs to 
Malta, ineludinr: that last heroic clfort 
in August, 1942. "We set olf with 14 
merchant ships and pot through with 
five of them." recalled Lieut. Richards. 
"We lost the aircraft carrier Eagle, 
then a destroyer, then the cruiser 
Cairo. The Nigeria was bit and had to 
turn back. Down went the cruiser 
Manchester and then our bows were 
blown olf by a torpedo. 

With the help of other warships, 
the Kenya reached Malta but she was 
not allowed to stay and limped back 
to Gibraltar for temporary repairs to 
enable her to get home. 

After 37 years’ service. Lieut. 
Richards left the Navy be loved in 
July. 1946. But six years laicr he was 
back again in uniform and served 
another three years. 

During his six years in Civvy-street. 
Lieut. Richards became chairman of 
the St. Austell branch of the Royal 


Refused ‘chair’— 
wanted enjoyment 

T HE Newcastle and Gateshead 
branch of the Royal Naval Associa¬ 
tion supported the recent Middles¬ 
brough branch Standard dedication 
ceremony and would like to thank 
their hosts for a good time. The 
weather was perfect and the band ex¬ 
cellent. 

Kcar-Adminral R. M. S. Hutton. 
C.B., C.B.E.. D.S.O.. received tremen¬ 
dous applause during his speech when 
he mentioned, to at least 200 shipmates, 
that No. 11 Area had more members 
than any other area. 

At the Branch's General Meeting 
members were pleased to welcome 
their new president. Capt. G. Maund. 
D.S.O.. R.N. (retd.), who refused the 
offer of the chair, saying he wanted to 
enjoy himself—not work! 

I hc dance the branch is holding in 
H.M.S. Calliope on November 2 is a 
"sell-out" and a reasonable profit is 
expected. A feather in the cap of the 
hard-working committee. 

The annual dinner has been arranged 
for March 23 next, and in this connec¬ 
tion the members expressed recently 
their great appreciation to Shipmate 
Blyth. B.E.M.. and his father, holder 
of the M.M. for their considerable 
help with printing. 

ADMIRALTY—PLEASE NOTE 

The Newcastle and Gateshead 
branch has a little "moan." A Royal 
Naval ship visited the Tyne recently 
and again the branch was not informed. 
The Newcastle chairman states it was a 
pity, for the branch is most anxious to 
extend its hospitality to visiting ships, 
but it must have notice beforehand in 
order to make arrangements. The 
chairman finished his "moan" by say¬ 
ing "Admiralty, please note." 


VICE-PRESIDENT 

A *. Ihl * October meeting of the Barnes and Mortlakc Branch of the Royal 
"Naval Association, members present had the good fortune to witness the 
enrolment of a new member and, at the same time, a new Vice-President. 

The Area Deputy Chairman. Ship-, Clifton and Mrs. Clifton from Twick 

I) 'if.tr V Innmst. I L fv . I • ... 


I niatc Bates, Shipmate Cooper and 
Mrs. Cooper from the London South- 
West Branch, Shipmate Chairman 


later date. 

DARTFORD 
NEW MEMBERS 

The Hartford branch of the Royal 
Naval Association continues to make 
excellent progress and to date this 
year 16 new members have been 
enrolled. 

Branch 
functions 


monthly meetings, social 
and weekly "mess deck 
all been well 


gatherings" have 
attended. 

The "behind-the-scenes" work goes 
on too. and the widows and orphans 
of naval personnel have been helped 
so far as is possible. Working through 
the R.N.B.T. some £146 has been 
obtained in grants. 


of all these events and will no doubt be Naval Association and on bis second 
laying on" during a film evening at a ! demobilisation lie resumed this office. 

a post he still holds. 

WHERE WERE THE 
YOUNGSTERS? 

S IR.—On Saturday. October 13. I 
again attended the Royal Naval 
Association’s Annual Reunion, and it 
was a heart-warming sight to sec so 
many of the older members on parade 
and carrying out the honoured duty of 
Standard Bearer. 

As one of the "over-sixties” 1 was 
astonished to notice that there was a 
distinct lack of younger members at 
this annual parade. I am not suggest¬ 
ing that there were no younger mem¬ 
bers present, but the majority were 
those over 50—over 70. 

I was speaking to one shipmate who 
is well over 70 and has been Standard 
Bearer of his branch for about 17 
vears and has attended every annual 
reunion as such, although he lives over 
70 miles from London. 

I would like to appeal, through the 
pages of "Navy News." to the younger 
members of the association to make 
every effort to attend the future annual 
reunions, especially the parade, remem¬ 
bering it as an honour and proud 
privilege for all of us to have served in 
the Royal Navy, so that when we have 
"passed on" the annual reunion will 
still be a great, and perhaps an even 
greater, occasion.—Yours, etc.. II. H. 
BELL. Weymouth Branch. 


A PENSIONER FOR 
43 YEARS 

S IR. Please find enclosed cheque 
for Ns. for renewal of Navy Ni \vs 
subscription. 

It may be of interest that my 
father. C.P.O. Edwin Cole, who re¬ 
tired from the Royal Navy in 1919 
after serving in H.M.S. Hercules 
through the 1914-18 War. passed on 
on September 29, one week after his 
SSth birthday. 

I hc British Legion, with Standard, 
attended the funeral, also two of his 
grandsons. P.O. J. R. Uglow and P.O. 
B. R. Uglow. both of Portsmouth 
Division.—(Mrs.) N. L. UGLOW. 
Hertford. 


National chairman 
has been sick 

T HE report this month from the 
Durham branch of the Royal 
Naval Association starts "At present 
our small branch is more like R.N. 
Hospital than R.N. Association." 

When the report was written the 
National Council Chairman Shipmate 
"Frank" Wade was on the point of 
leaving hospital where he had been 
having his "tubes" attended to. 
Although far from well Shipmate 
Wade was present at the Blackball 
Dedication ceremony, hut "failed to 
surface" for the Middlesbrough 
function a week later. 

Undoubtedly Shipmate Wade's dedi- 
' cation to Association affairs has 
brought about his sickness and an en¬ 
forced rest is indicated. 

MORE IN DRY DOCK' 

Whilst in "dry dock" the National 
Chairman bumped into Shipmate 
"Jack" Pearce who was there ‘or 
"minor repairs." The Standard Bearer 
and R.N.B.T. representative Shipmate 
"Dick" Heron has been severely 
hampered by a knee disability and was 
unable to attend the Annual Reunion. 
It was also reported that Shipmate 
Suntcr was attending "Sick Bay" and it 
is hoped that he is getting well again. 

Amidst all their "woes." the Durham 
shipmates were making efforts to act as 
hosts to other branches who were going 
to attend Trafalgar Day Sea Cadets’ 
Parade at the Cathedral. As usual it 
was one of those "eleventh hour” 
affairs and Shipmate J. II. Egglcstonc. 
the branch secretary had quite a head¬ 
ache. The "Three Musketeers." Ship¬ 
mates Suddcr. Jodgson and Atkinson, 
came to the rescue and made arrange¬ 
ments for the catering of visitors. 

File Durham branch is holding its 
annual buffet dance on December 14 
and following that up with a "Smoker" 
on December 19 at the branch head¬ 
quarters. 


Sea Cadet Corps 
bands praised 

T HE Sc;i Cadet Corps Bands of the 
Training Ships Albion and Stirling 
earned high praise for their efficiency 
on the occasion of the dedication of 
the Standard of the Smithtvick branch 
of the Royal Naval Association. 

Shipmate J. Wark. chairman of the 
branch, and Chief Instructor at T.S. 
Albion was asked to convey to his 
fellow officers and instructors the 
grateful thanks of the branch. 

On a recent Sunday Shipmate Wark 
entertained Shipmates Beasant. Coley 
and Davies on board for prayers and 
Divisions and they were introduced 
to the Commanding Officer. Lieut. B. 
Cope, who, in turn, introduced the 
visitors to the ship's company. 

Shipmate Beasant. branch treasurer, 
presented on behalf of the branch, a 
cheque to the Commanding Officer, to 
be used for Unit funds. 


200 AT EDGWARE 
DEDICATION 

Despite the fact that the dedication 
ceremony of its new Standard coin¬ 
cided with Battle of Britain Sunday. 
14 Standards and 200 people were 
present when the Edgwarc branch of 
the Royal Naval Association held the 
event in the church of St. Michael 
and All Angels. The service was con¬ 
ducted by the Reverend A. Anderson, 
assisted by the Reverend T. Stephen¬ 
son. Chaplain to the Edgwarc Sea 
Cadet Corps. 

After the service the parade 
marched to the headquarters where 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Hendon 
took the salute. A reception was held 
in the T.S. Paladin, followed by tea 
anil a social evening. 


enham Branch. Shipmates Walker and 
Max and 21 branch members rose to 
the occasion of electing Vice-Admiral 
M. Lc Fanu, C.B., D.S.C. 

In accepting the position of Vice- 
President. Admiral Lc Fanu said he 
thought that the Barnes and Mortlakc 
Branch was in a fortunate position in 
having the First and Third Sea Lords 
heading the branch. 

As Third Sea Lord, the new Vice- 
President said he is a very busv man. 
"Not quite as busy as the boss— 
Admiral Sir Caspar John—but busy 
enough, ’ but lie would put in as many 
appearances as possible and hoped 
that the branch would accept him on 
these conditions. 

The branch heartily agreed and 
cemented the occasion by "splicing the 
main brace." The Vice-President then 
spoke to everyone individually. 

Wakefield loses 
its President 

T HE death occurred in London on 
October 14 of Captain C. S. D. 
Noakes, Royal Navy (ret). President 
of the Wakefield and District Royal 
Naval Association for the past seven 
years. 

Captain Noakes has been described 
as one of nature’s gentlemen, and the 
members of the Wakefield branch 
found this to be very true. He took 
great interest in all branch activities, 
attending dinners, trips and socials, 
and nothing was too great or too 
much trouble for him when welfare 
or the interests of the Association 
were concerned. 

His death is a considerable blow— 
not only to the Wakefield branch, but 
also to the Royal Naval Association. 


The Minister of Defence has in¬ 
structed a "top level" team of scientists 
to prepare a report on the future of 
the Navy. 



I hc Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 
gave assistance in more than 3.000 
cases in Portsmouth alone during the 
past year. 


GILLINGHAM WINS 
STANDARD BEARER 
COMPETITION 

T HE Aldershot branch of the Royal 
Naval Association had the honour 
of carrying the Headquarters Stan¬ 
dard this year at the annual reunion, 
the branch Standard Bearer. Shipmate 
Watts, having won the Standard 
Bearers’ Competition last year. 

This year the competition was won 
by the Gillingham branch Standard 
Bearer and Aldershot offers its con¬ 
gratulations to Gillingham, with the 
warning that Aldershot will be on its 
toes again next year. 
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Command of Fleet Tug to First Lieutenant of a 
Pioneer Asdic Destroyer 

• ** of H.M.S. Winchester would be of 

A ROUGH TRIP TO GIBRALTAR 


(In his October article Neptune, who joined the Royal Navy in 1904 as a young seaman, and who, in his previous IS 
articles has told of his struggles for promotion, told of his first 'command'—the sea-going tug ft.MS. St. Martin—and 
of a strenuous struggle with the elements whilst towing a battle-practice target from Rosyth to Portland On arrival at 

Portland he was met by his relief.) 

I T was with a sad heart I turned over the command of H. M. Tug St. Martin on February 6, 1923. Although I had not 
been very enthusiastic when appointed to hcr.l had become attached to this tough little.ship.The three months that I had 
been in command had been no joy-ride. I had had a tough time but. in a sense, I had enjoyed it. I had gained consider¬ 
able experience in seamanship, and furthermore I had acquired self-confidence, both in ship-handling and navigation 
and, what was more important, the need to make a decision and sticking to it, however difficult the conditions might be. 
1 realised that 1 was still “A sailor in the making.” 




II.M.S. Wessex in 1923. Of 1.100 tons, this destroyer was sunk in action with 

May 25. 1940 

Whilst on leave awaiting instructions way of life and I had no enthusiasm for 
1 received the depressing news that I it. 

was discharged to II.M.S. Victory for a I was driven nearly to despair, but 1 
period of unemployment. It worried still hoped and prayed that I would be 
me to be, as it were, fodder for the recalled to the career to which my life 
Cicddes Axe. and my friends seemed to was dedicated, 
delight in telling i ic that I ‘had had it.’ Af| |hr „ arr : vc d 

I hey were sure 1 would he informed r r ,^ f h ‘ A d minltv I was almoM 
that I had been compulsorily retired. ! |frai(| * i; conlainc [i „.e 

RURAl ACTIVITIES news that I most dreaded. When I did 

mMMMSm IpSMii 

Hamblcdon road, my thoughts turning * c c 


in the direction of chicken, eggs, rab¬ 
bits. ducks, etc. 1 built chicken houses, 
rabbit hutches, even dug a pond for 
ducks. There were hedges to trim and 
ditches to clear, but this was not my 


My spirits rose rapidly—the hori¬ 
zon was now dearly defined. I was 
still considered worthy of serving my 
country in the Royal Navy, anil I 
wished for no greater honour. I re- 


enemy aircraft off the French coast. 


ported on board the destroyer at 
Port Edgar, Firth of Forth, on May 
8 . 1923. 


The “W“ Class destroyers at that 
time were the very latest in design, 
and my experience as' First Lieutenant 
of II.M.S. Winchester would be of 
some help to me. Wessex was armed 
with four 4-in. guns and Director, and 
two triple 21 -in. torpedo tubes, and had 
a speed of 34 knots. 

H.M.S. Wessex was one of four des¬ 
troyers of the 6 th Flotilla withdrawn 
from Reserve, to be known as the 
1 Ith Division, for the purpose of being 
fitted with A.S.D.I.Cs. The others were 
H.M. Ships Windsor. Westminster and 
Wcstcott. under the command of Cdr. 
A. J. L. Murray. Royal Navy, as Asdic 
specialist. 

WORD TO BE WHISPERED 

Whilst the word “Asdic" is used 
freely now. it was a word that was on 
no account even to be whispered in 
the years 1923-26. The installation was 
Most Secret. 

The I Ith Division was to operate 
with the Atlantic Fleet flotillas under 
Rear-Admiral Baird — the Rear- 
Admiral (D). whose flag was worn on 
board H.M.S. Coventry. He was still 
affectionately referred to as “Jock" 
Baird, just as he had been when he 
was Commander of H.M.S. King Ed¬ 
ward VII. 

Although the primary duties of the 
I Ith Division were concentrated on 
Asdics, each destroyer had to be so 
organised as to be able to operate with 
the flotillas in day and night torpedo 
attacks on the battle fleet and to be 
ready to engage opposing destroyers 
in a gun duel and to create a smoke 
screen to shield the fleet. • 

ELEMENTARY EQUIPMENT 

The Asdic equipment in those four 
pioneer asdic destroyers was very ele¬ 
mentary compared with the present- 
day equipment. I he oscillator had to 
be raised and lowered in a pear-shaped 
cage, constructed like an egg crate 


made of metal. It was lowered through 
a trunk and secured at a point which 
allowed it to protrude below the keel. 
To screen the oscillator from water 
noises, a stout canvas cover was used: 
unfortunately the canvas split when 
speed exceeded 14 knots. It was quite a 
few years before the metal stream¬ 
lined dome was introduced. 

Another disadvantage with the early 
installations was that destroyers had to 
be stopped to lower the cage and again 
to hoist it into its housing position in¬ 
board. where it was suspended from 
what was termed "The Raft." 

AT SEA WITH THE FLEET 

During the summer of 1923. the I Ith 
Division was continuously at sea with 
the Atlantic Fleet. The four destroyers 
were sweeping with the Asdic Beam 
from dawn until dusk, spread on a 
screen five miles ahead of the fleet in 
line abreast, the fleet zig-zagging to 
avoid submarine attack should sub¬ 
marines penetrate the Asdic screen un¬ 
detected. 

Much experience was gained by both 
the surface vessels and submarines. It 
was from the results of these exercises 
that the procedure for contacting a 
submarine, holding it. and directing 
another destroyer in for the kill was 
devised. 

HANDLING DESTROYER AT 
SPEED 

I personally gained much Asdic ex¬ 
perience. for. I kept standing watches 
at sea. the Last Dog and Morning. The 
destroyers were spread on the Asdic 
screen at dawn, and closed in and took 
station astern of the Battle Fleet at 
dusk. 1 also gained experience of the 
handling of a destroyer at high speed 
and taking station. My imagination 
was fired, and I decided that during my 
spare moments. 1 would study the sub- 

(Continucd on page II, col. 1) 
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SERVICE 

for Service People 

When you bank with the Westminster, you get service 
all along the line. First, the Westminster has a special 
Navy Branch at 26 Ilavmarket, London. 'This has 
been open since 1772 and is, in consequence, well 
acquainted with the kind of financial problems you 
meet with in the Navy. Next, the Bank has branches 
at Portsmouth and Plymouth which are always at your 
service (as also arc over 1,260 branches in other towns 
throughout England and Wales). Finally, the 
Westminster Bank operates abroad through a world¬ 
wide system of agents and correspondents. 1 fyou would 
like to know more about our service to the Senior 
Service, write for the booklet 
'Westminster linnk to Her Majesty s Ships’ 


HM* 


WESTMINSTER BANK 

LIMITED 

Navy Branch: 26 Ilavmarket, London, S.W.i 

(Telephone: Whitehall 5022 ) 

I lea J Office: 41 Lothbury, London, K.C.2 



It’s brewed in the 
good old British way! 



ALL THE BEST FROM 




Browers Of BLUE LABEL, HOP LEAF, CISK LAGER. LACTO, 
FARSONS STOUT. Those fino boors, all available 

0 

in Malta, arc also exported to N. Africa 
They can be enjoyed throughout the Mediterranean area 
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III1N COMPANY U nreparcJ to accept 
App!k-amm\ from n.>n-l'«»mmi*».»rr,l I'crx«»nncl 
to train !«>r the p.»«itH>n of oil-Ltcenee Sato 
Manager. A training pcrnxl .if Utrcc nv>nthv will 
re si'en; thi\ in adJition to th.**c who arc 
available to carry out an E.V.T. Course. It nm 
J? of interest to Applicants to kno%* that th;v 
\ ompany is ncar!> M>‘. manned by I*cr*onnc! 
from the Ko>*i Navy. Applicants ahould l*c 
marricil and in p.*sscssi.*n of a current driving 
licence. It is essentia! that all tl>*se consider.ng 
this position sh.mtd he keen on a Sales Career. 
All Applicants mas t*c required *f:c/ their 
initial waning pcn.nl to curr> out Kctief Duties 
The Pillion of an Ofl-1 ;cen%c Sales Manager 
carries with it a g.nvl commencing salary 
tsigcther with a Pension, plus ,.**nm:**x»n. and 
free Using accomnvsJatton. I hose who arc 


A COURTESY visit to the Liverpool area is always tremendously enjoted by 
Naval ships. The recent visit of II.M.S. Acheron (Lieut.-Cdr. K. J. P. 
Heath, Royal Navy) was no exception. 

Having been told, erroneously, that, Local organisations vied with each 
the submarine had been at sea for two , other in their efforts to provide hos- 
ycars, during which time the sailors pitality. Complimentary tickets and in- 
had seen neither drink nor girls, the i vitations to parties, dances, football 
local lovelies rallied round in force. If matches, tours and visits poured in and 
they were disappointed that the sailors everyone managed to make the most of 
were not all bearded, they only said so a full social programme, 
once at a local dance. Immediately an 

enterprising Chief Petty Ofliccr. with CRESTS EXCHANGED 

a line set of whiskers, satisfied their 

curiosity by lining up every girl in the The Mayor of Bootle (Alderman 
room and kissing them all. Simon Mahon, M.P.) entertained olli- 


AACA.NCY FOR COOK. Good waccx and 
condition* with rent free unfurnuhed accom¬ 
modation for married man Suit C hief or Petty 
Officer Cook «» with experience *< Adm.raf* 
? r . C ?P‘ ain « y^ ,k l urthcr detail' from 
Lieut.-Cdr. A Nichohon. R.N.. L*:atc Mana¬ 
ger. Pyrford Court. Nr. NVoking. Surrey. 


A corner of the "spread” laid out for 
childrens party in H.M. Submarine 
Acheron 

cers and ratings in the Mayor’s parlour 
on a number of occasions, as well as 
giving an official reception at the mag- 
»nificcnt, newly reconstructed Town 
; Hall, for the oOiccrs and chief petty 
i officers when crests were exchanged. 
The National Association of Local 
were -JO to 60 ft. in height, the mc\s Government Officers and Civil Dc- 
decks of Wessex were flooded, mess , fence Clubs both gave dance* in hon- 
tablcs and stools had collapsed, the our of the visit, and local dance halls 
funnel of the galley tire had been gave free entry to sailors in uniform, 
swepi overboard, and the lire was Even the officers managed to twist with 
out. It was fortunate, perhaps, that the best of them to the intense amusc- 
hammocks had been slung. Mess ment of all spectators, 
decks were in state of chaos and lie- Tickets were provided for local 
coming smelly. The whole of the soccer and rugger matches, with re- 
ship’s company, 120 petty officers freshments both liquid and solid after 
and men, were messed under the the game, the name of Acheron being 
forecastle. There was nothing much a passport to almost unlimited hos- 
tliut could he done, hut just slick it pitality. 

out, until the weather moderated, i In return a constant stream of guests 
ll was rough luck on the engine were shown round the submarine and 
room and boiler room personnel. I hey entertained on board by the officers 
had to keep their watches although and ratings. At times it was a problem 
they could not rest when oil watch-and to find a spot out of the public gaze 
furthermore, when making for the cn- to change into shore-going clothes, 
gine room and boiler room they had ...... ...... # . v virMirc , 

to risk getting wet through and. indeed. ARr * 1 l,L ' in 

being washed overboard, as the) On the Sunday afternoon the sub¬ 
dashed along the upper deck in the marine took on the appearance of a 


FLEET TUG TO DESTROYER 


GRII.VES JKWKl.t.FRY. Cokl And pearl crown 
'•Her charm bracelet. 112. Platinum wedding 
ear-ring* (pierced), lr.. Sword brooch. it. Naval 
n.is. IXvrchcvtcr dr.vign. £s. Seen I ondon. 
or near oiler.- Ilox No. KJ "Navy New*.” K.N. 
Ilarrack*. I’orixmouth. 


(Continued from page 14, column 5) i heavy rain. Course was altered into 
jects which had lo be passed to qualify I 'he Bay of Biscay, without sighting the 
for a destrover command. Spare Fshant Light, speed was reduced, and 
moments for a first lieutenant though glance apart increased to 4 cables, 
were few. w hilst each destroyer hoisted a yard- 

Every destroyer was under the eagle arm E r £ u P on ** lc mainmast to act as 
eyes of Captain (D) of Flotillas in the I a slcrn light. 

lirst instance, but Rear-Admiral (D). We were In for a hasting. Seas 


Every 

Young Man 
Should Read This 


The /olloHing advertisement lint 
appeared regularly in the national preit 
over the past JO month\ and so many 
excellent young men hove Ionic.I our 
organisation at a direct result that »«.- 
make no aptdtrgy lor keeping it going 
indefinitely On the contrary »»<• are 
pleased hr announce this and hope 
mi// also apply. 

I VLKY YOUNG MAN who Joinx 
liurrouch' ix a Potential Manager in 
the xeiuc that hi* training and experi¬ 
ence will lit him (or eventual manage- 
ment re'poii*ibilitie» i! lie hit the 
ability In our Service orgaim.itinn 
practically all *uch men joining today 
are likely to l>c Manager* within the 
next ten \ear* And the rcjxonx? lit- 
panoon—rapid and laxting; and inven¬ 
tion-new product' to revolution Lee the 
bu«inr*x equipment induxtry. 

Young men between the age.x of IS and 
24 with a good (i.C I:. or equivalent in 
at lca*t 5 *uhjectx including Matin, 
and Englixh with bright personality.' 
and balanced outlook', will l*c cho*en 
lor ini|>ortan! \v«»ik trading to manage- 
ment opportunities We will thoroughly 
tram vou. pav vou well and give von 
the experience which will aid vour 
devekipment to the maximum 

You will be engaged in the mainten¬ 
ance o( llutrough* equipment—from 
vimp'e adding machine' to complex 
electronic computer'. You will be look- 
mg alter the need* of Hurrough* u*cr< 
who welcome tlx* Hurrough* Service 
Representative wherever he goe« be- 
cau*e Ik* knowx hi* fob and perform* it 
cilicirmly and cheerfully The Comp my 
In* invevted heavily in Penvion and l.ife 
A**urancr I'und* for the benefit of it' 
employee* and ha' an enlightened 
policy in i:\ personnel relation* 


REPUTATION FOR SMARTNESS 
To reach the standard expected, the 


Pcrtonnel Manaerr— Marketin' 
(Quoting Ref. SNI) 
Durroufht Machines Limited 
Avon Houte . 

156-346 Oxford Street. 
London. W.l. 

Interviews will be arranged local! 
far a* poxvihle. 


LEARN A LANGUAGE 
THIS WINTER 

By the Pclman Method 


ADMIRALTY 

CONSTABULARY 


Vacancies for Constables exist in the Admiralty Constabulary. 
Initial appointment will be on temporary basis with prospects 
of permanent and pensionable service. Commencing pay of 
entrants is £550 a year, with nine annual increments of £25, 
making a total of £775. After 17 years’ service a further 
increment of £25 is awarded making a final total of £800 a year. 
Uniform and boots are provided. There are good prospects of 
promotion. Candidates must be of exemplary character, 
between 21 and 48 years of age, at least 5' 7” in height (bare 
feet), and pf British nationality. Prior to appointment they 
wiil be required to pass a medical examination and an educa¬ 
tional test (unless holding a Service Certificate of Education). 
Educational tests are held quarterly in Portsmouth, Devonport 
and Rosyth: and at Londonderry, Northern Ireland. 

further information end application forms can be obtained from 

The Chief Constable 

Admiralty Constabulary, Admiralty, London, S.W.I 

Serving naval personnel should make application through their 

Commanding Officer. 


ORDERED TO GIBRALTAR 

It was early in January. 1924. th.it 
II.M.S. Windsor (Cdr. A. J. L. 
Murray) sailed from Portland, with 
destroyers Wessex, Westminster and 
Wcstcott. A moderate south-west gale 
was blowing, with heavy rain squalls. 
As progress was made down Channel, 
the wind iincreascd, with continuous 
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6 Wooden wall’ makes her first move for nearly 



when plans for the approach to the . 

projected Tay Road Bridge were _ J 

drawn up some lime ago. These were 
to involve filling in of two docks and 

a tidal basin—including Unicorn's *» ' • 

abode. 

What was to be the future of the 
ship? 

Naturally Tay R.N.R. were des¬ 
perately anxious to retain her as their vj v 

headquarters—at least until their new 
shore establishment was built. But 

would she stand up to a shift at this . ' 

stage of her life? Would not the ex¬ 
penses of dredging and organising the ^ ^~M 

shift prove out of all proportion? d ' 

Could the division not be accom- fp, UPP 

modated in their classroom ancillary. L* 
the old Algerine minesweeper Circe? 

A‘ ~ B ,h A inS *f 'rI kCd | VC °; The old and .he new. I.nicorn. will 

grim and methods of disposal of ri . pr ,i»i infn _i (1 |. 

Unicorn were being talked about. To mcr * (I l,oCo ’ Joh 

get her out of the dock for breaking- the wall of Earl Grey Dock opposite 

up purposes was also obviously to the lock-gates—a shift that was 

involve cost of dredging. And dis- delayed by a sluggish tide and which 

mantling her to the water line along- must have raised in some minds the 

side was to amount to an astronomical thought “Have they dredged deeply 

figure—because she’s as tough as they enough?” But it was accomplished. 

made them in those far-olf days. and. when Saturday dawned lair and 


ninety years 

20,000 WATCH AS 
UNICORN IS TAKEN 
TO NEW ABODE 


S ATURDAY. October 13. 1962. wil go down in the history of Tay 
Division Royal Naval Reserve as a day to remember. For. at 
around 3.30 in the afternoon, “Operation Unicorn"—the moving of its 
drill ship, the 138-year-old wooden wall Unicorn, from one end of 
Dundee Harbour to the other was completed. 

It was the first time Unicom had moved out of her berth in Earl Grey Dock 
since she arrived in Dundee in I #73. and the culmination to a long, and what 
often appeared hopelcvs, struggle to keep the ship from being dispensed with 
entirely. 

I he interest aroused by the opera- happen to her timbers under strain of 
lion was quite fantastic. In an after- moving. 

noon of weather that was perfect for In tow of two harbour tugs she fairly 
the job. 20.000 people lined docksides gambolled out through the lockway. 


out into the river and so to her new. OFFER TO BLOW HER UP 
;...d perhaps temporary, abode in 0nc ralhcr ambitious local contrae- 
( amperdown Dock. tor offered to blow her up on the spot. 

IN WAY OF TAY ROAD BRIDGE , Hc ’ d had experience with motor 

.... .... -i r . , launches during the war. he said. The 

I hat Unicorns life was to be difference in construction had 

seriously disrupted became evident obviously eluded him. 

- *1 here were also one or two personal 

1 , contacts with Admiralty.. The most 

inspired and pretentious of these finally 
brought the desired answer. 

# ~T The present commanding officer of 

1j * the division. Capt. Peter Sime. along 

• with former commanding officers. 

s Capt. D. R. Miller. O.B.E., V.R.D., 

1 U R.N.V.R. (Retd.) and C’apt. J. C. L. 

JV' Anderson. V.R.D., R.N.R. (Retd.) 

% were welcomed in London by Lord 

• •' Rcith of Stonehaven, a war-time 

T~ ! R.N.V.R. captain, who had offered 

• to act as an intermediary in a meeting 

' ■ with the First Sea Lord. 

Capt. Miller, as Chairman of Dun- 
ni ^r>rs . dee Harbour Board, was able to tell 

the First Lord that another berth 
would be available for Unicorn and 
that he COUld facilitate dredging. Ccipt. 
Sime. as director of a big Dundee 


PREPARE TO MOVE 

It was a great moment for the 
division when, on August 21. the mes¬ 
sage came back from London— 
“Admiralty have agreed to shift 
Unicorn. Following the operation a 
survey will be carried out on her." 

Preparations for the move started 
immediately. Conferences were called. 
Best methods of towing were discussed. 
Plans were laid for integrating the 
ship and the shore drill sheds she 
would leave behind. All outboard fit¬ 
ments were removed. Her family of 
small boats were shifted to another 
dock. Ciun ports were blocked up and. 
around her hull, was slung a “neck¬ 
lace” of wire hawser with towing eyes 
fore and aft. 

On Friday. October 12. she was 
man-handled -with a tractor giving 
assistance—in a right angle shift to 


By appointment to the Royal Danish Court, the Royal Swedish 
Court and the Royal Greek Court 


—her limbers still apparently strong—clearing the tidal basin 
at Dundee. (Photo.—John l.cng & Co. Ltd.) 


FORCHS 
FLOWER 
SLR VI Cl 


'i Dj r*)i ur.direuimate the importantc ^ 
°t a S'l 1 °l Direct from ^ 

the actual growers, Carnations or \J 
j\ American Spray Chrysanthemums ten: ^ 
F.tprcsi Post wherever and h he never ^ 
♦J you ni. h. 

fun send u. the address of the recipient 
with a nr menage, enclose payment, 

\ 'he date that you wi%h them delivered Js 
’i and leave the rest to us. 


When you're back in c ivvy life you will be clad you took advantage of the 
“Save wlule you Serve" plan. 

Regular, sensible saving now with the Westboume Park Building 
Society could add up to a deposit on a home of your own and will help you to get 
priority for your mortgage when the time comes. 

Saving on Deposit Ac counts have been especially designed for this purpose 
and at present yield 41". free of Income Tax. Alternatively you can open a Share 
Investment account and earn interest at 3,"\. free of Income Tax. 

Ask your Paymaster now for full details of the scheme and send 
now for a copy of the Westboume Park Building Society brochure. 


^ // your memory i\ not up to par h hi 
' not let u t handle your annual ha at '' 
i special ditcount rata. i* 

ft Poaa! boxes at £/, £2, £j or 
\ equivalent in foreign currency. 


I Jk I BUILDING SOCIETY 

Member of the building Societies Association 

Chief Office: Westboume Grove. London W.2. 

Branch Offlccs: Ashford (Kent) .Bournemouth. I.uton. Newton Abbot. Newbury. St. Albans. 
Southampton. Southend. Woodford. Worthing A agencies throughout the country. 

Assets exceed £38,000,000 Reserves exceed £2,400,000 
Shares arul iJe/msits in this Society are Trustee Investments 


Kustington 


Sussex 


printed and Pubhthed toe and on bchalt o( the Navy Niwi Committee by Gale A PokSen Limited. Aldcr.hot 
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